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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through Word and
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of
grace. God has made us his people through our baptism and
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God'’s
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. We give

thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests. May
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith
journey, please speak with one of the pastors.

FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done.

OFFERING: No offering is collected during our worship this day;
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the
lives of others.

Offering plates are available as you leave the
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the
instructions on the response you receive. Or use
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your
generosity and support of our work together.




Order of Worship

*Please stand as you are able

PRELUDE
WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness
and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of
grace.

Amen.



Text: Tanzanian traditional: tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NENO LAKE MUNGU, Tanzanian tune

*GREETING

page 147 (in front of the hymnal)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*HYMN “Listen, God Is Calling” #513
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*KYRIE

page 147 (in front of the hymnal)
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE page 149 (in front of the hymnal)
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC Senior Choir 10:30 AM
“Knowing You”

As the anthem is sung please use this time for prayer and meditation. As the
music concludes we ask you to continue in silence. No applause please!

READING Joshua 24: 1-5, 14-18

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of
Israel, and they presented themselves before God. ?And Joshua
said to all the people, “"Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:
Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and
Nahor—Ilived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. 3Then
I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him
through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. I
gave him Isaac, “and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I gave Esau
the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children
went down to Egypt. °Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I
plagued Egypt with what I did in its midst, and afterward I
brought you out.

1““Now, therefore, revere the Lord and serve him in sincerity and
in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served
beyond the River and in Egypt and serve the Lord. *Now if you
are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region
beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living, but as for me and my household, we will serve the
Lord.” **Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we
should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, !’for it is the Lord
our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs
in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went and
among all the peoples through whom we passed, 8and the Lord



drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the
land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151 (in front of the hymnal)
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*GOSPEL Matthew 22: 34-46

The Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

34When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together, 3°>and one of them, an expert
in the law, asked him a question to test him. 3¢“Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 3’ He said to him,

“ *You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first
commandment. 3° And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” °°0n these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets.” 4} Now while the Pharisees were
gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: *“What do
you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him,
“The son of David.” 4*He said to them, “How is it then that David
by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 'The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet” ’
4>“If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” “¢No one
was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone
dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” #517
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

*APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.




*PRAYERS

P: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray
for the church and the world.

(After a brief silence...The congregation is invited to read aloud
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than
one person reads the petition, all the better!)

As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness
of Martin Luther and the reformers of the church in every
generation. Empower us to continue the work of reform and
renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution
and human greed. Give all living creatures access to safe land,
water, and air. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives
are affected by them. Give wisdom and discernment to police,
probation officers, judges, and attorneys; give courage and peace
to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by
the church and its leaders, that the truth may make them free.
We pray for the relief of all those who are sick or suffering.
Accompany those who are isolated, alone, or homebound,
especially Jane and Shirley. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a life of faith.
Encourage and guide them, that they may find their hope in you.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for your servants to be faithful disciples of Jesus. Be with
our confirmation students, especially Max as he seeks to grow in
his discipleship, and guide his family, that together they may
reflect your love and grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Here other intercessions may be offered.

With gratitude, we remember those disciples who pave the way
for us and all of our beloved dead. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these
spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with those around you.

MISSION MOMENT

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

11
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

*LORD’S PRAYER page 154 (in front of hymnal)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.

All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

HOLY COMMUNION A/l who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the
Lord’s Table. Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a

blessing.

Both wine and grape juice are available — grape juice glasses are purple.
Gluten free wafers are also available.

AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMNS

“Rise, Shine, You People!” #665
“Nothing Can Trouble” #1033
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Text: Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582; adapt. Taizé Community
Music: NADA TE TURBE, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,

healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we
pray. Amen.
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*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist
XXX in this ministry on which she is/he is/they are sent forth. Bless
her/his/their time with YY, and in your love and care, nourish and
strengthen them in this sacrament, that through the body and
blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding
presence. Amen.

*BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the
body of Christ Jesus. The God of hope grant you strength and joy
in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God
of grace bless you now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” #504
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther



*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church)
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Music and liturgy in this service are covered by one of the following copyright licenses:
CCLI #778733; One License #A-707678; Sundays & Seasons: #SAS000468

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org

Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor 608-612-0217
Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor 608-612-0217
Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music
Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Wendy Amundson, Youth Director 608-518-9593
Email: youthoursaviorswestsalem@gmail.com
Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician
Email:laurienoelke @gmail.com

Joey Barnett, Senior Choir Director 715-896-3825

Email: barnetjos@gmail.com

CARD MINISTRY - Please be sure to sign the cards for this
week’s shut-ins, Jane Paisley and Shirley Schoenfeld. The cards
are on the table by the Pre-K/K classroom.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats
between services on Sundays! Please sign up to bring treats or
to serve what others have provided.

WORSHIP LEADERS

Worship Assistant
Communion Assistant
Welcoming Team

Worship Assistant
Communion Assistant
Welcoming Team

Worship Assistant
Communion Assistant
Welcoming Team

Home Communion
Altar Guild for October

6 p.m.

Adalyn Byom
Marjorie Anderson
Byom Family

8 a.m.

Maci Cooper
Bill Jensen
Eric & Jill Iliff

10:30 a.m.
Declan Gilberts
Carla Burkhardt
Amy Rasmussen

Dottie Baumgartner

Cindy Averbeck/ Jaime Fortier
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SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE Awn Trip

Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp WO®DMAN'S
Camperships and World Hunger! P
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Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, and Woodman'’s.

Norwegian Dinner & Bake Sale
November 7, 2026
Tickets sales start at 3pm, Serving from 3:30 to 6:30 pm

Sign up early to get your favorite job!
Your help makes a difference!

Pricing is as follows: Lutefisk and Meatballs - $25
Meatballs only - $19
Children ages 4-12 - $10
Under 4 - free
Plated meal serving lutefisk, meatballs, lefse, boiled potatoes, rutabagas,
cranberry sauce, sweet treats, coffee, milk, and water.
All proceeds given to missions

Fall Back — Time Change
October 31 — Saturday night

FALL BACK

Al Saints Weekend, October 31/ November 1

We invite you to join us on the weekend of October 31/ November 1
as we celebrate the witness of all the saints who have gone before
us, give thanks for the gift of their presence, and pray for continued
healing for all who grieve the loss of loved ones.
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Hungry Jar Offering for October -
Shoe Box Christmas Project

Our confirmation students have collected personal care items
that they will share with students at the West Salem Schools to
give a young adult a little something for Christmas.

Each kit will include toiletry items and personal care items.

Our Hungry Jar offering for October will be used to purchase additional items needed to
complete the Kkits.

Thank you to all who have already provided shoe boxes for this project. We
appreciate your generosity and no longer need boxes.

Care and Share Food Pantry ...

is open Saturdays, 10 AM to Noon. The food pantry could use
Hamburger Helper, pasta sauces, and SPAM. Money, other non-
perishable food items, and personal care items are always welcome.

Thank you for being so supportive of the pantry! Zf;emd:.':fnt:'::
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Facebook Page - Our Savior’'s ELCA - West Salem
Instagram Page - oursaviors_ws
YouTube Channel (for livestream and recording of worship) - youtube.com/@techoslc

Check out the October newsletter www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more.
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