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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
PEACEKEEPER BAGS FOR CHILDREN to use during worship are 
available in the coat room. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
       *Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE     
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   pp 211-212 (in front of hymnal) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN   “Our Father, We Have Wandered”       #606 

 

 
*GREETING  page 213 (in front of the hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE   page 213 (in front of the hymnal) 

 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE            pp 213-215 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples 
and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your 
banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and 
transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Senior Choir    6:00 PM 
     “Blessed Assurance” 
As the anthem is sung please use this time for prayer and meditation. As the music 

concludes we ask you to continue in silence. No applause please! 
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READING  Genesis 18: 20-33 
20Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and 
Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! 21I must go down and 
see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry 
that has come to me, and if not, I will know.” 22So the men 
turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham 
remained standing before the Lord. 23Then Abraham came near 
and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will 
you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty 
righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to 
slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as 
the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do what is just?” 26And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom 
fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their 
sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak 
to my lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the 
fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack 
of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five 
there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” 
He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he 
said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty 
are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty 
there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my 
lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the 
sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh, do not 
let my lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are 
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy 
it.” 33And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking 
to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place. 

The Word of the Lord.  
      Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   page 216 (in front of hymnal) 

*GOSPEL  Matthew 22: 1-14 

The Gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord! 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have 
been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 
fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come 
to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went 
away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest 
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king 
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is 
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered 
all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. 11 “But when the king came in to see the 
guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding 
robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king 
said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
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SERMON 
 
*HYMN  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”       #588 
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*APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS 
P: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray 
for the church and the world. 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

 
Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy 
mountain. Empower the World Council of Churches and all those 
working across religious difference, that the world may know your 
undivided love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. 
Preserve all places of natural beauty and restore our relationship 
with the land. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and 
disaster. Renew all communities facing disasters and give your 
courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We remember your promise to wipe away every tear.  Heal and 
console all who are sick or suffering and accompany those who 
are isolated, alone, or homebound, especially Errol and Kathy. 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
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We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. 
Challenge this congregation to open wide our doors and welcome 
everyone to the table. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 

We remember your promise to work within your servants to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, 
especially Gram and Makynlee as they seek to grow in their 
discipleship, and guide their families that together they may 
reflect your love and grace. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give 
thanks for those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these 
spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  And also with you. 
 (Please share a sign of peace with those around you.) 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER  page 112 (in front of the hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are 
hungry, come! 
 

HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are purple.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.  
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AGNUS DEI  “Lamb of God” 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  
    “Come, Let Us Eat”     #491 
     “Holy, Holy, Holy”     #473 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with 
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table 
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, 
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we 
pray. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist 
XXX in this ministry on which she is/he is/they are sent forth. 
Bless her/his/ their time with YY, and in your love and care, 
nourish and strengthen them in this sacrament, that through the 
body and blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your 
abiding presence. Amen. 
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*BLESSING 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the 
body of Christ Jesus. The God of hope grant you strength and joy 
in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God 
of grace bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” #543 
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*DISMISSAL  (Done from the back of the church) 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

Music and liturgy in this service are covered by one of the following copyright licenses: 
CCLI #778733; One License #A-707678; Sundays & Seasons: #SAS000468 

 
OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 

         www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   608-612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  608-612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Wendy Amundson, Youth Director   608-518-9593 
  Email: youthoursaviorswestsalem@gmail.com 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Email: laurienoelke@gmail.com 

   Joey Barnett, Senior Choir Director   715-896-3825 
    Email: barnetjos@gmail.com 

 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
     6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant   Brooklyn Marinelli 
Communion Assistant  Judy Morzinski 
Welcoming Team   Chad & Carla Long 

     8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant    
Communion Assistant  Melody Schmitz 
Welcoming Team   Rich & Beth Clements 

     10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Mabel Sjoquist 
Communion Assistant       Dottie Baumgartner 
Welcoming Team   Sjoquist Family 

Home Communion  Carol & Scott Thompson 
Altar Guild for October  Cindy Averbeck & Jaime Fortier 
 
 
CARD MINISTRY - Please be sure to sign the cards for this 
week’s shut-ins, Errol Kindschy and Kathy Brisson. The cards are 
on the table by the Pre-K/K classroom. 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats 
between services on Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or 
to serve what others have provided. 
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No Choir Rehearsal 
This Wednesday, October 14. 

Handbells are still on at 6! 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, October 18 – Kids sing at 10:30AM worship 
 

 
 

Mark the Calendar 
Wednesday, October 21 7th and 8th grade Confirmation 
classes will be leaving at 4:45 to attend Confest at Journey 
Lutheran Church in Onalaska 
 
 

 
Coffee & Conversation 

 at Linda’s Bakery 
9:30 AM on Tuesday, October 13 

 
 

Young Adults/ Families , 
October Gathering  

Sunday October 18th, 4pm 
Halloween tHemed - costumes encouraged! 

Bring a dish to pass 
Allison & Tyler’s home 603 Pierce St, Onalaska 

 
 
 

Norwegian Dinner & Bake Sale 
November 7, 2026 
3:30 to 6:30 pm 

Sign up early to get your favorite job! 
 Your help makes a difference!   

 
 

 
CARE AND SHARE FOOD PANTRY - is open Saturdays, 10 AM to Noon. 
The food pantry could use Hamburger Helper, pasta sauces, and SPAM. 
Money, other non-perishable food items, and personal care items are always 
welcome.  
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Hungry Jar Offering for October –  
Shoe Box Christmas Project 

 
Our confirmation students are collecting personal care items that 
they will then put into shoe boxes, wrap the boxes, and deliver 

them to the Boys & Girls Club and/or the West Salem Schools to give a young adult a 
little something for Christmas. 

Each shoe box will include -- toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, socks, shampoo, and 
body wash.  

If you choose to purchase these items, they can be placed in the basket in the 
Gathering Area.  

Our Hungry Jar offering for October will be used to purchase additional items needed to 
complete the boxes. 

Thank you to all who have already provided shoe boxes for this project. We 
appreciate your generosity and no longer need boxes.  

 
 

             Save the Date! 
Thursday, October 22,  8:30 AM 

Sign up sheets are in the Gathering Area! 
We plan to do light inside detail work such as washing 
woodwork and windows for example. Snacks will be provided to 
volunteers! Please sign up to help us plan better for the day.  
Any suggestions for detailed cleaning or potential projects? 
Notify the church office or text/call Rich Westpfahl at 608-780-
4377. 

 

 
WELCA Fall Gathering 

Saturday, October 17, 8AM – 1PM 
Prince of Peace Church, La Crescent, MN 

Registration form is on the kiosk. 
 

 
  
SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE  

Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!  

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, and Woodman’s. 
 
 

 
Facebook Page - Our Savior’s ELCA – West Salem 
Instagram Page – oursaviors_ws 

YouTube Channel (for livestream and recording of worship) - youtube.com/@techoslc 

Check out the October newsletter www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 


