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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
    *Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who pours love into our 
hearts and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us 
confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in 
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from 
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions 
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our 
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to 
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through Jesus 
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness 
and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of 
grace. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN        “How Long, O God”        #698 

 

 

*GREETING    page 147 (in front of the hymnal) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE  page 147 (in front of the hymnal) 

 
 



6 
 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  page 149 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, 
let us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your 
glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  Senior Choir    8:00 AM 

“Blessed Assurance” 
As the anthem is sung please use this time for prayer and meditation. As the 

music concludes we ask you to continue in silence. No applause please! 
 
READING  Exodus 17: 1-7 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the 
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They 
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water 
to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why 
do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, 
and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock 
with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for 
this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The Lord said 
to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders 
of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on 
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 
so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the 
elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is 
the Lord among us or not?” 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   Sunday School   10:30 AM 
“Lord I Lift Your Name on High” 

“This Little Light of Mine” 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151 (in front of the hymnal) 

 

*GOSPEL     Matthew 22: 15-22 

 The Gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he 
said. 16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 
17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar 
or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you 
putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used 
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to 
them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, 
“Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 
22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and 
went away. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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*HYMN     “Out of the Depths I Cry to You”          #600 

*APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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*PRAYERS 
 
P: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray 
for the church and the world. 
 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 
 

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the 
gospel. Give your spirit of love to seminarians and those 
beginning their lives in ordained ministry. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the 
abundant life within them and sustain all those who work to 
preserve them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We seek wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of 
authority around the world, that they act with compassion, 
seeking the good of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading 
environments.  Grant them safety and courage, and heal all those 
who are injured, sick, or suffering. Accompany those who are 
isolated, alone, or homebound, especially Dolores and Betty. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of 
the church. Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of 
love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray that you work within the hearts of your servants to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, 
especially Mabel as she seeks to grow in her discipleship, and 
guide her family that together they may reflect your love and 
grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to 
you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these 
spoken prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you.  
 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER   page 154 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing.  
 
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are purple.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 
AGNUS DEI   “Lamb of God” 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS  

“Let Us Break Bread Together”   #471 
    “Holy, Holy, Holy”     #473 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with 
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table 
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, 
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 
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*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 
 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist 
XXX in this ministry on which she is/he is/they are sent forth. Bless 
her/his/their time with YY, and in your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen them in this sacrament, that through the body and 
blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding 
presence. Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 
 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the 
body of Christ Jesus. The God of hope grant you strength and joy 
in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God 
of grace bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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*HYMN    “Day by Day”          #790 

 
*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Music and liturgy in this service are covered by one of the following copyright licenses: 
CCLI #778733; One License #A-707678; Sundays & Seasons: #SAS000468 

 
OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor  608-612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor 608-612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Wendy Amundson, Youth Director  608-518-9593 
  Email: youthoursaviorswestsalem@gmail.com 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
     Email:laurienoelke@gmail.com 
   Joey Barnett, Senior Choir Director  715-896-3825 
    Email: barnetjos@gmail.com 
 

 
 
CARD MINISTRY - Please be sure to sign the cards for this 
week’s shut-ins, Dolores Sinclair and Betty Whitlock. The cards 
are on the table by the Pre-K/K classroom. 
 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats 
between services on Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or 
to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
     6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Jaxon Stugen 
Communion Assistant Dan Steele 
Welcoming Team  B & A Christianson Family 

     8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Ellie Tlustosch 
Communion Assistant Brenda Skittone 
Welcoming Team  Wendy Amundson 

     10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Caroline Balboa 
Communion Assistant Jeff Haldeman 
Welcoming Team  Brian & Jen Linse 

Home Communion  Daryl Wermedal 
Altar Guild for October Cindy Averbeck/ Jaime Fortier 
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SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE  
Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!  

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, and Woodman’s. 
 
 
 

Mark the Calendar 
Wednesday, October 21 7th and 8th grade Confirmation 
classes will be leaving at 4:45 to attend ConFst at Journey 
Lutheran Church in Onalaska 
 
 

 
 

Young Adults/ Families , 
October Gathering  

Sunday October 18th, 4pm 
Halloween tHemed  

and costumes encouraged! 
Bring a dish to pass 

Allison & Tyler’s home 603 Pierce St, Onalaska 
 
 
 

Grief Ministry 
Grief Group begins this 

Thursday, October 22nd, from 6-7:30 PM in the library. Join Trudy 
Drugg, as she facilitates this 8-week workshop for those “learning to 

live with a loved one in our hearts instead of our arms.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Save the Date! 
Thursday, October 22,  8:30 AM- Noon(-ish) 

Sign up sheets are in the Gathering Area! 
We plan to do light inside detail work such as washing 
woodwork and windows for example. Snacks will be 
provided to volunteers! Please sign up to help us plan 
better for the day.  Any suggestions for detailed 
cleaning or potential projects? Notify the church office 
or text/call Rich Westpfahl at 608-780-4377. 
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Hungry Jar Offering for October –  
Shoe Box Christmas Project 

 
Our confirmation students are collecting personal care items that 
they will then put into shoe boxes, wrap the boxes, and deliver 

them to the Boys & Girls Club and/or the West Salem Schools to give a young adult a 
little something for Christmas. 

Each shoe box will include -- toothpaste, toothbrush, deodorant, socks, shampoo, and 
body wash.  

If you choose to purchase these items, they can be placed in the basket in the 
Gathering Area.  

Our Hungry Jar offering for October will be used to purchase additional items needed to 
complete the boxes. 

Thank you to all who have already provided shoe boxes for this project. We 
appreciate your generosity and no longer need boxes.  

 
 

 
Norwegian Dinner & Bake Sale 

November 7, 2026 
3:30 to 6:30 pm 

Sign up early to get your favorite job!   
Your help makes a difference!   

 
 
 

 

Care and Share Food Pantry … 
is open Saturdays, 10 AM to Noon. The food pantry could use 
Hamburger Helper, pasta sauces, and SPAM. Money, other non-
perishable food items, and personal care items are always welcome. 
Thank you for being so supportive of the pantry! 

 
 
 

 
 

Facebook Page - Our Savior’s ELCA – West Salem 
Instagram Page – oursaviors_ws 
YouTube Channel (for livestream and recording of worship) - youtube.com/@techoslc 
 
Check out the October newsletter www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 


