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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
    *Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the wellspring of grace, our 
Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep and water became the 
essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The 
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered 
your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling 
love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 
hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen 
Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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*HYMN  “We Know That Christ is Raised”   #449 

 
 
*GREETING page 98 (in front of the hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*THIS IS THE FEAST  page 101 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving 
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed 
all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   “Let All Things Now Living”   Handbells 
 
 
READING Acts 10:44-48 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 
heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking 
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone 
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to 
stay for several days. 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL John 15:9-17 

  The Gospel according to John. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12“This is 
my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
SERMON 
 
 
*HYMN   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”      #367 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  
    (page 234 in front of the hymnal)  (6 p.m.) 

 
PRESENTATION 

I present the following individual who desires to make public 
affirmation of her baptism. 
 
     Anna Witte 
 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for this sister, whom you have made 
your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called her 
to yourself, enlightened her with the gifts of your Spirit, and 
nourished her in the community of faith. Uphold your servant in 
the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all 
whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of 
Christ. 
Amen. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the church. 
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to 
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

 to live among God's faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
 and  deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 
Each person responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support this sister and pray for 
her in her life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
BLESSING OF THE CONFIRMANDS 
Each confirmand is blessed through the laying on of hands by the 
pastors, parents and sponsors. 
 
Let us rejoice with this sister in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS 

P: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, 
let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of 
good news. 

 (After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church 
with the gifts of your Spirit and give understanding hearts to 
those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical and 
interreligious partners. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your 
creation, that habitats and every kind of living thing might 
flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all 
your creatures. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and 
vision to world leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and 
the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and 
cooperation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially 
those afflicted by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. 
Accompany those who are isolated, alone, or homebound, 
especially Sylvia and Errol. Help us to be conduits of your love in 
our care for one another. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the 
ministries of this congregation, and those of our living faith 
partners at Bethany Mauston, that we may embody your love for 
the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council 
members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for 
those who have gone before us. At the last, bring us all together 
around your heavenly banquet table. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for 
whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus 
Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 
 
*PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you.  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 



15 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER   page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the 
bread. Come and eat at God’s table. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing.  

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are purple.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 
AGNUS DEI   “Lamb of God” 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  “Beautiful Savior”  #838 
      “Jesus Loves Me”  #595 
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and 
nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to 
proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist 
XXX in this ministry on which she is/he is/they are sent forth. Bless 
her/his/their time with YY, and in your love and care, nourish and 
strengthen them in this sacrament, that through the body and 
blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding 
presence. 
Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and 
the Spirit of Easter hope, bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN  “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” #389 

 
*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

 
OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 
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CARD MINISTRY - Please be sure to sign the cards for this week’s shut-ins, Sylvia 
Hetland and Errol Kindschy. The cards are on the table by the Pre-K/K classroom. 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
 

CONFIRMAND 2024 
Anna Witte 

 
 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Alana Steinke 
Communion Assistant Judy Morzinski 
Welcoming Team   Todd & Inger Michael 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Quinn Maki 
Communion Assistant Carolyn Karl 
Welcoming Team  Beckley Family 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Will Byom 
Reader   Carla Burkhardt 
Communion Assistant Dottie Baumgartner 
Welcoming Team  Eckland Family 

Home Communion   Ilene Pavelko 
Altar Guild for May  Wendy Amundson 
 
 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS  

Wednesday, May 8 
  NO AFTER SCHOOL 
  6 pm – 6 Confirmation Class 
  6 pm – 7 Confirmation Class 
 
 
 
NEW MEMBER CLASS 

Sundays at 9:15 AM 
 May 5-12-19 

or 
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 

May 8-15 

We will meet in the Koinonia Room.  Participants will be eligible to join the 
congregation, but no obligation – most of all, just come and share, learn, and 
connect!  See Pastor Jon for more information! 
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   NEW ORGAN 
The new organ, provided by a generous gift, will be installed after 
worship on Sunday, May 5.  During worship this weekend we will give 
thanks to God for the current organ, and for the music it provided us. 

 A dedication of the new organ will be the weekend of May 25-26.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS - A reminder that applications for college 
scholarships are due Monday, May 6. 
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE RECOGNITION – 

High school graduate recognition is set for Sunday, May 19, at 
the 10:30 worship service.  We will honor our graduates, ask 
God’s blessings upon them, celebrate their achievements, and 
announce scholarship recipients.  

Students should join us around 10 AM in the lower level, and bring your robe if 
you have it.  An RSVP to the office is always helpful, but not necessary.  And bring 
your parents! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HUNGRY JAR OFFERING FOR MAY- World Hunger Water Project 

These last several months the worship bulletin has contained a 
“Weekly Water Fact” that shares how water impacts our lives – 
from the food we eat, to the places we live, to the things we 
do, including information locally and globally. Last winter our 
Hunger Team made ornaments for Christmas and sold candy 
and coffees, with the proceeds going to the World Hunger 
Water Project. This Sunday School year our children have been 
sharing their offerings for the water project.  During Synod 
Assembly in June, the water buckets of all of the congregations 
in the synod will be on display, and information will be shared 
about the various ways that congregations raised awareness 

about water. The goal was to raise enough money to buy at least one simple water 
well … each well costs $2,500. Let’s see how close we can come!  Help us fill our 
water bucket!   
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CARE AND SHARE FOOD PANTRY - is open Saturdays, 10 AM to 
Noon. We are thankful for all the donations we have recently received. 
Many local families have benefited from your generosity. Monetary, 
food, and personal items are always appreciated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
JUNE DAIRY DAYS – 5K RUN/WALK 

We are looking for members to help out with the June Dairy Days 
Fun Run! Are you a runner yourself or are you interested in helping 
organize the fun run? We’re looking for you! Contact Carla 
Burkhardt (608-617-3262) or Judy Gilbert (608-797-3001), to let us 
know of your interest. We will appreciate your help! 

Save the dates! May 31 and June 1&2 is our community’s June Dairy Days 
celebration! We will need lots of volunteers to help with our commitments to work 
shifts at the food stand and help with the June Dairy Days Fun Run. Look for the 
volunteer sign-up sheets in the gathering area. Thanks in advance for your help! 
 
 
 
 
 
LACROSSE AREA SYNOD ASSEMBLY - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year's tangible offering to be collected in advance at congregations will once again 
be NEW socks and underwear. Place your donations in the box in the Gathering Area 
and our voting members will take the collection down to the Assembly on June 9. 
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Feed Our Children 

Summer Lunch Program 

Preparations are underway for the 2024 Summer Lunch 
Program.  Currently we are looking for donations of Zip Lock 
bags (snack and sandwich size), brown paper lunch sacks, fruit 
cups or applesauce cups, and granola bars. Items may be 
placed in the baskets in the Gathering Area.  Financial 
contributions are also always welcome – make checks out to 

Our Savior’s, but note the gift is for Feed Our Children. 

If you are interested in volunteering to help make or serve lunches, there will be a sign-
up sheet available soon. Or, contact Angie Hemker (feedourchildrenws@gmail.com). 

Check the bulletin each week for updates, as well as the Feed Our Children Facebook 
page. Thank you for your support of this important ministry. 
 
 
 
 
SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE    

Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!  
 

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, Woodman’s, and Ship Shape car 
wash. 

 

 
 
 
Check out the May newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/

