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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
       *Please stand as you are able 

 

PRELUDE     
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   pp 211-212 (in front of hymnal) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN   “How Firm a Foundation”    #796 

 
 

*GREETING  page 213 (in front of the hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE   page 213 (in front of the hymnal) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  pp 213-215 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an 
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. 
Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly 
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”  
      Senior Choir    8 am 
 
READING  Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, 
and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and 
you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell 
on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting  
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covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   page 216 (in front of hymnal) 

 

*GOSPEL Mark 8:31-38 

The Gospel according to Mark 
 Glory to you, O Lord! 
31Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to 
them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their  
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life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those 
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN    “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”  #802 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS  

P: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for 
the church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 

one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children 
the gifts of the Spirit poured out in baptism and let the mind of 
Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and discernment to our 
bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems 
threatened by pollution and a changing climate. Cleanse the 
earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests, deserts, 
and wildlife, that generations to come may cherish your creation. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every 
person, especially any who experience hatred and rejection 
because of gender, ability, sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, or 
religion. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any 
who suffer because of war and violence. Shelter unhoused 
people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope to any in 
despair, accompany those who are isolated, alone or homebound, 
especially Bobbie, and console the bereaved. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this 
congregation and to our living faith partners at Bethany Mauston. 
Increase our trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. 
Grant that our acts of service will express Christ’s sacrificial love. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We turn to you for guidance. May your servants be faithful 
disciples of Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, especially 
Oliver, Candace, and Lily as they seek to grow in their 
discipleship, and guide their families that together they may 
reflect your love and grace. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 

 Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in 
service to others. Inspire us by their example until you gather us 
into your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the 
prayers of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   And also with you.  

 (Please share a sign of peace with those around you.) 
 

MISSION MOMENT 

 
*CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING     page 219 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  page 112 (in front of the hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
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HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

Both wine and grape juice is available – grape juice glasses are purple.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 

AGNUS DEI  “Lamb of God” 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  “Around You, O Lord Jesus” #468 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable 
grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make 
us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of 
life. Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 
 
*BLESSING 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God 
bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with 
courage, and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN   “O Word of God Incarnate”  #514 
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*DISMISSAL  (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 
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WE THANK - Joey Barnett for filling in as choir director while Eric Sorenson is in 
Arizona.  Joey is a graduate of UW-Eau Claire, a member of the Coulee Chordsmen, 
and teaches Elementary Music in Black River Falls.  We appreciate his willingness to 
substitute!  Please welcome him if you get the opportunity. 
 
 
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Sunday, February 25 following the 
10:30 worship. 
 
 
CARD MINISTRY – Please be sure to sign the cards for this week’s shut-ins, 
 Bobbie Broughton, Cristi Johnson, and Luella Pierce. The cards are on the table by 
the Pre-K/K classroom. 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Jesse Jothen 
Communion Assistant Julie Quackenbush 
Welcoming Team   Laack Family 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Zander Clements 
Communion Assistant ______________ 
Welcoming Team  Tim & Denise Jones 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Anna Witte 
Reader   Corey Sjoquist 
Communion Assistant Rich Clements 
Welcoming Team  Sjoquist Family 

Home Communion   Carolyn Karl 
Altar Guild for February Cindy Averbeck / Jaime Fortier 
 
 
 
 
HUNGRY JAR OFFERING FOR FEBRUARY  

LaCrosse Warming Center 
 

The weather outside is frigid … this is Wisconsin!  The La Crosse 
Warming Center’s mission is to work with the greater La Crosse 
community to better serve those experiencing homelessness with dignity 
and respect by providing a safe and warm place for homeless adults 18 
years and older to get in out of the cold during the winter months from 
November 1 until May 1. The Warming Center is located at 413 South Third Street in La 
Crosse. Guests are able to take a shower and wash their clothes. To keep the doors 
open, hundreds of volunteers from area churches and the community are needed to 
staff the center. Please be generous as we care for those who are hurting. 
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WEEKLY WATER FACTS - Water is the most common substance found on Earth. 
There is an estimated 326 million trillion gallons of water on Earth. About 27 trillion 
gallons of groundwater are withdrawn for use in the U.S. each year. 
 
 
 

 
 
   LENTEN WORSHIP 
      It’s “Round Robin” Season! 

 Wednesdays February 28 - March 20 @ 6:15 PM 

Weekly worship featuring Holden Evening Prayer, with a message focusing on the 
“wandering heart” of the Apostle Peter.  Come and explore with us a very imperfect, yet 
faithful servant of Jesus, and consider how Peter’s story is…ours too!   

An added treat this year is different voices!  We are joining several congregations in a 
“round robin,” as Pastor Jon travels…and other pastors join us to share the message! 

   February 28 – “Rescue me from danger”  
    (Pr Jason Stanton, First Lutheran, Onalaska) 

   March 6 – “I’m fixed upon it”  
(Pr Dan McCurdy, West Salem Presbyterian) 

   March 13 – “Praise the mount” (Pastor Jon) 
   March 20 – “Teach me”  

  (Pr Kary Jonas, Prince of Peace, La Crescent) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We will have a simple meal, along with dessert, prior to the service each week at 5:30 
PM.  We still need folks to provide dessert for these meals. A sign-up sheet can be 
found in the Gathering Area. 
 
 
 
 
 
Check out the February newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 
 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/

