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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through Word and Sacrament
to celebrate God's presence and to receive God'’s gift of grace. God has
made us his people through our baptism and keeps us close to him through
the preaching of the word and God’s presence in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. We give thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in
us, and we depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests. May God bless
this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your presence. If you have
no church home we invite you to join with us and consider Our Savior’s as
your church home. If you are not baptized and would like to talk about
baptism as part of your faith journey, please speak with one of the pastors.

FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the fellowship pad
in the pew and return it to the rack when done.

OFFERING: No offering is collected during our worship this day;
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and thank you for
your gifts. Together we make a difference in the lives of others.

Offering plates are available as you leave the sanctuary. For @.z:::.-= @
online giving go to the church website: s :
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text your gift amount to
608-471-7267 and follow the instructions on the response

you receive. Or use the QR code to the right. Thank you for i
your generosity and support of our work together. @] #r Tt




| CHRISTMAS

*Please stand as you are able
PRELUDE
WELCOME
READING Isaiah 61:10-62:3

197 will greatly rejoice in the LorD, my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. !'For as the earth
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring
up, so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness and praise to spring up
before all the nations. ®*'For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for
Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the
dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new
name that the mouth of the Lorp will give. *You shall be a crown of beauty
in the hand of the LorD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

*HYMN “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” #288
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1 Good Chris - tian {riends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to  what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to - day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!l
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the ev - er - last-ing hall.
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Christ is  born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born  for this! Christ was born  for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!



*GREETING

Sing to the Lord a new song;
: sing to the Lord, all the earth!

Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name;
: tell the good news of salvation from day to day.

Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous works among
all the peoples.
: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.
: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world, and those who
live in it.
P: Let the whole creation sing for joy at the presence of God, who is
coming.
C: God is coming indeed, to judge the earth with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity and truth. Praise the Lord!
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*GOSPEL John 1:1-5,14

1Tn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. '*And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and
truth.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and
yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life
of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, how and
forever. Amen.



"I am so Glad Each Christmas Eve” w.1-3

I am so glad each Christmas Eve,

the night of Jesus' birth!

Then like the sun the star shone forth,
and angels sang on earth.

The little child in Bethlehem,

he was a king indeed!

For he came down from heav'n above
to help a world in need.

He dwells again in heaven's realm,
the Son of God today;

and still he loves his little ones
and hears them when they pray.

Reading  Micah 5:2

#271

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans

of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in
Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.

Reflection
Carol "0 Little Town of Bethlehem” w. 1&3 #279

O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently

the wondrous gift is giv'n!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heav'n.

No ear may hear his coming;

but, in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.



Reading  Titus 3:4-7

*But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, >he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness
that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. ®This Spirit he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, “so that, having been justified
by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.

Reflection
Carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  vv. 1&3 #270

Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all you nations, rise;

join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

ris'n with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,

born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth. Refrain

Reading 2 Corinthians 4:7-10

’But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear
that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from
us. 3We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair; °persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.



Reflection
Carol “Away in a Manger” vv. 1&3 #277

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the
little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

Reading  Galatians 4:4-5

*But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, °in order to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.

Reflection
Carol “What Child Is This” w. 1-2 #296

What child is this, who, laid to rest,

on Mary's lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies he in such mean estate
where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
the silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce him through,
the cross be borne for me, for you;
hail, hail the Word made flesh,

the babe, the son of Mary!



Reading Isaiah 40:9-11

9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it
up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, "Here is your God!" 1°See,
the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward
is with him, and his recompense before him. *He will feed his flock
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them
in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Reflection
Carol “Go Tell It on the Mountain” w.1-3 #290

Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,

behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth

rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger

the humble Christ was born;

and God sent us salvation

that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain



*NICENE CREED page 104 (in front of hymnal)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

*PRAYERS

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our
prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves.

(After a brief silence... The congregation is invited to read aloud individually the
prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than one person reads the
petition, all the better!)

You inspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves
at the salvation you bring. Make our churches places of belonging for all
people in the fullness of their being. Raise up the gifts and the witness of
people who are neurodivergent, living with disability, or bearing invisible
illness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your praise is sung throughout creation in all times and seasons. As the
new year turns, ground us in your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us
attentive to the rhythms of the cosmos and inspire us to live in harmony
with all the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the sake of the
most vulnerable. We pray especially for organizations working on behalf of
children to provide basic needs, to protect from abuse and neglect, to
address trauma, and to rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been waiting for
salvation and wholeness. We pray especially for anyone living with cancer
or chronic illness, all people who are in physical rehabilitation or addiction
recovery, and those experiencing complications from long COVID. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Let this community of faith and our living faith partners at Bethany
Mauston, be joyful and welcoming places for all ages and generations.
Teach us to honor the wisdom of children, the inquisitiveness of youth, the
thoughtfulness of adults, and the knowledge of elders. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and
departed this life in peace. Sustain us in joy until we join them around your
throne. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your
abundant grace.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER page 112 (in front of hymnal)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.Amen.

*BLESSING

God bless us and keep us, Jesus grant us grace and truth, and the Spirit
send peace upon our hearts, now and forever.
Amen.
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*HYMN "I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve” w.4&5 #271

I am so glad each Christmas Eve!
His praises then I sing;

he opens now for ev'ry child

the palace of the king.

And so I love each Christmas Eve,
and I love Jesus too;

and that he loves me ev'ry day

I know so well is true.

*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church)

Christ the Savior is born!
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
Thanks be to God.

WE THANK — Members of the Congregation Council — Jeff Haldeman, Carolyn Karl,
Bonnie Gensch - for leading worship today while Pastors Jon & Jean are on vacation.

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM
Www.oursaviorswestsalem.org

Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor 612-0217
Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor 612-0217

Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music

Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician
Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director

WORSHIP LEADERS

6 p.m.
Worship Assistant Leah Langrehr
Welcoming Team Jon Hetland

8 a.m.
Worship Assistant Casey Mathison
Welcoming Team Mathison Family

10:30 a.m.
Worship Assistant Lily Muellenberg
Welcoming Team Twite Family
Altar Guild for Dec. Pam Gresens
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CONFIRMATION AFTER SCHOOL & CLASS

Wednesday, January 3

3:30 pm - After School

5:30 pm - Meal

6 pm - 6™ grade class

6 pm - 7" grade class

7 pm - 8™ grade class

7 pm - 9" grade class

ANNUAL REPORTS - In preparation for the annual meeting, we will once again call on
folks from the various committees, teams, and ministries to write their reflections for
the annual report. Please note we will need those reports in the office by Monday,
January 8.

HELP TAKE THE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS DOWN - Christmas decorations we
will be taken down on Wednesday, January 3, at 4 pm. Your help would be appreciated.
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