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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
    *Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, in whose image we are 
made, who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 
Through Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”   #632 

 
 

*GREETING page 98 (in front of the hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE     
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*THIS IS THE FEAST  page 101 (in front of the hymnal) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its 
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you 
with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of 
your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”   
      Women’s Choir   10:30 am 

 
READING  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at 
hand; the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his 
guests. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I 
will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, 
those who say in their hearts, “The LORD will not do good, nor will 
he do harm.” 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses 
laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit 
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine 
from them. 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and 
hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the 
warrior cries aloud there. 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day 
of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day 
of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and 
against the lofty battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon 
people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have 
sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will 
be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of 
his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a 
terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL Matthew 25:14-30 

 The Gospel according to Matthew. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples: 14“For it is as if a man, going on a 
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 
them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The 
one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded 
with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the 
one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the 
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 
20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to 
me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the 
two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over 
to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one 
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you 
did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I 
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here 
you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked 
and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 
would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take 
the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 
29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will 
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 
what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ ”  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
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*HYMN     “Lord of Light”    #688 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

*PRAYERS 

P: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray 
for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 (After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, and 
you equip the church to serve. Turn us from fear and self-serving 
ways, that we use our talents to glorify you and encourage our 
neighbor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You have been our dwelling place from one generation to 
another. Sustain the life of the planet; protect farmlands and 
harvests. Direct all people in wise stewardship of all the earth’s 
resources. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You call us to honesty and integrity. Instill these values in the 
hearts of all nations and their leaders. Free any who are 
oppressed, expose all corruption, and bring redemption to victims 
of injustice. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 
Bring healing where there is sickness or sorrow. Reveal your love 
in community to those who are isolated, alone, or homebound, 
especially Elna. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the faith formation ministries of our church and our 
living faith partners at Bethany Mauston. Give to all children, 
youth, and adults who study your word renewal of faith and 
restoration of hope. Shape us by your love and show us how to 
encourage one another. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for your servants to be faithful disciples of Jesus. Be 
with our confirmation students, especially Anna, Maxwell, and 
Mara as they seek to grow in their discipleship, and guide their 
families that together they may reflect your love and grace. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Gracious God, you are faithful in all generations. For the promise 
of life and rest and for the witness of those who have died in faith 
we praise your goodness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts 
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you.  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER   page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ 
table. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing.  

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are circled in 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
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AGNUS DEI   “Lamb of God” 

 

COMMUNION HYMN  
  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  #815 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain 
us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of your 
beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we 
meet you on the way.  
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 
 
*BLESSING 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who 
claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”  #678 

 

*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 
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CARD MINISTRY - Please be sure to sign the card for this week’s shut-in, Elna Witt. 
The cards are on the table by the Pre-K/K classroom. 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Paige Christianson 
Communion Assistant Marjorie Anderson 
Welcoming Team   _______________ 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Chloe Drury 
Communion Assistant _______________ 
Welcoming Team  Steve & Sue Ahles 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Camille Godlewski 
Communion Assistant Tracey Beckley 
Welcoming Team  Brian & Jen Linse 

Home Communion   Bev Bockenhauer 

Altar Guild for November Wendy Amundson 
 
 
 
 
CONFIRMATION AFTER SCHOOL & CLASS  

Wednesday, November 22 
NO Confirmation Classes – Join us for Worship at 7 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 
Hungry Jar Offering  
for November – Jail Ministry 

LaCrosse Jail Ministry offers inmates spiritual direction, 
rehabilitative support, and connections to faith communities. Their mission is: “To 
provide an opportunity and create an environment for inmates that awakens, 
renews, and stimulates their spiritual life, thereby promoting behavioral change, 
social reintegration, and personal well-being.” Their work is done through bible 
study and worship services, as well as providing basic supplies (like writing paper, 
pens, books), personal care items, and programs to help develop job skills and 
continuing education. 
 
 
 
Check out the November newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 
 
 
 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
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STEWARDSHIP - If you have not returned your intent card, please do so as soon 
as possible. Together we can make a difference with God’s blessings. 
 

 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – Peanut butter, laundry soap, dish soap, and paper towel. 
We are thankful for all the donations we have recently received. Many local families 
have benefited from your generosity. 
 
 
SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE    
Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp Camperships and 
World Hunger!  
 

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, Woodman’s, and Ship Shape car 
wash. 

 

 

 

 

ECUMENICAL THANKGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE & PIE FESTIVAL 

Wednesday, November 22 
7 PM at Our Savior’s 

Together with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ from the West Salem Presbyterian 
Church and St. Teresa of Kolkata we will come and give thanks to a gracious God 
for all the gifts of life! Bring one or more items for the food pantry to leave up 
at the altar. Following worship join us for a slice of pie, and a time of 
fellowship. 

If you are able to bring a pie to share, please sign up in the Gathering Area. 

  

 
LAKEVIEW CARING TREE – If you took a tag from the Lakeview Caring Tree, 
please remember the gifts (wrapped with the tag on the outside of the package) 
are due back in the office by December 8th. Thank you for helping to make 
Christmas just a little brighter for our neighbors!  
 
 
POINSETTIAS - If you would like to purchase or provide a poinsettia for Christmas 
Eve, please fill out a form located in the Gathering Area and return it to church by 
December 6. The cost of a poinsettia will be $25. 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS – 

December 3 – tree up & decorate sanctuary – 11:45 a.m. 

December 6 – Hanging of the Greens – 7 p.m. 

December 10 -Sunday School Program – 10:30 a.m. 

                      Eggnog & Carols @Hunters – 6 p.m. 

December 17 – Choir Cantata 8 & 10:30 a.m. 

 


