
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 23-24, 2023 

Pentecost 17 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
359 North Leonard Street, West Salem, Wisconsin 

608-786-0030    office@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

 

Pastor Jonathan M. Schmidt 

Pastor Jean R. Schmidt 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/


2 
 

 
 

 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word 
and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive 
God’s gift of grace.  God has made us his people through 
our baptism and keeps us close to him through the 
preaching of the word and God’s presence in the bread and 
wine of Holy Communion.  We give thanks today for the gift 
of faith God has planted in us, and we depart to be faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests. 
May God bless this time of worship for you as we are 
blessed by your presence. If you have no church home we 
invite you to join with us and consider Our Savior’s as your 
church home. If you are not baptized and would like to talk 
about baptism as part of your faith journey, please speak 
with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass 
the fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when 
done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship 
this day; however, we do welcome your support of our 
ministries and thank you for your gifts. Together we make 
a difference in the lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you 
leave the sanctuary. For online giving go 
to the church website: 
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and 
follow the instructions on the response 
you receive. Or use the QR Code to the 
right. Thank you for your generosity and 
support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
    *Please stand as you are able 

PRELUDE   
 
WELCOME  
 
*HYMN “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” #401 
 
*GREETING   page 184 (in front of hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
*KYRIE  
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual 
lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 
cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “Take My Life That I May Be”  8 AM 
     Senior Choir   
   Carolyn Karl, flute; Phil Gilbert, drum 
  
READING  Jonah 3:10 - 4:11 

10When God saw what the people of Ninevah did, 
how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he 
would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 4:1But 
this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became 
angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is 
not this what I said while I was still in my own 
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country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the 
beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 
3And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it 
is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD 
said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, 
and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it 
in the shade, waiting to see what would become of 
the city. 6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made 
it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, 
to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very 
happy about the bush. 7But when dawn came up the 
next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 
bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God 
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down 
on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked 
that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die 
than to live.” 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for 
you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are 
concerned about the bush, for which you did not 
labor and which you did not grow; it came into being 
in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not 
be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand persons who do not know their right hand 
from their left, and also many animals?” 

 The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*GOSPEL VERSE 
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*GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16 

 The Gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples 1“The kingdom of heaven 
is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After 
agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, 
he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 
So they went. 5When he went out again about noon 
and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about 
five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them also received 
the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, 
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied 
to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; 
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 
14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give 
to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
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 The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 
*HYMN  “Lord of All Hopefulness” #765 
  
*APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS  

P: Remembering the caring and generous works of 
God, we pray for the church, creation, and the needs 
of our neighbors. 

 (After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read 
aloud individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves 
them. If more than one person reads the petition, all the 
better!) 
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God who is gracious and merciful, teach your church 
to invite and welcome all. Lead us to be grateful for 
the blessing of community. We give you thanks for 
our living faith partners at Bethany Mauston. 
Challenge your church to choose equity and 
compassion over judgment. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God who sends the wind and the sun, you know 
every worm and bush by name. Help us remember 
that even the humblest parts of creation are precious 
to you. Show us how best to care for the earth and 
its creatures. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God who is ready to relent from punishing, impart 
your compassionate wisdom to legislators, judges, 
members of the military, and law enforcement. Give 
them courage to serve their communities in times of 
uncertainty, stress, or exhaustion. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God who saves, direct your people who are tempted 
by evil ways. Protect your children from calamity and 
disaster. Strengthen all who are incarcerated. 
Encourage all who are in despair or pain of any kind 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God who is slow to anger, may we boast about the 
goodness of Jesus with the confidence of Paul in 
prison. Inspire us to find abundance in whatever 
vocation we are called to in the world and in service 
to our congregation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God who guides us, watch over your servants that 
they may be faithful disciples of Jesus. Be with our 
confirmation students, especially Bennet, Chloe, and 
Nathan as they seek to grow in their discipleship, 
and guide their families that together they may 
reflect your love and grace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God who abounds in steadfast love, we give thanks 
for the saints called to the kingdom of heaven. 
United with them in spirit, hold us firm as we labor in 
this life and look to the life to come. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as 
we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting 
in your compassion made known through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you.  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING/HOLY HOLY HOLY 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
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new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from 
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus 

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion, bringing to us the gift of forgiveness and the 
promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s 
Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive 
a blessing. 

Both wine and grape juice is available – grape juice glasses are 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
COMMUNION HYMN “Give Me Jesus” #770 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted 
on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of 
our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to 
gather the world to your banquet, where none are 
left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 
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*BLESSING 

The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all 
names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
*HYMN  “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” #538 
 
*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
 Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 

 
 
 
WE THANK - Jen Linse and Phil Gilbert for filling in with 
the SOS Band. We appreciate their time and talents! 
 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats 
between services on Sundays!  Please sign up to bring 
treats or to serve what others have provided. 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Alana Steinke 
Communion Assistant Julie Quackenbush 
Welcoming Team   Jim & Marjorie Anderson 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Addy Tlustosch 
Communion Assistant Eric Ender 
Welcoming Team  Sjoquist Family 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  ___________ 
Communion Assistant Denise Jones 
Welcoming Team  Dawn Affeldt 

Home Communion   Judy Gilbert 
Altar Guild for Sept. Jill Iliff / Susan Giblin 
 
 
CONFIRMATION AFTER SCHOOL & CLASS – 

Wednesday, September 27 
3:30 pm – After School 
5:30 pm – Meal 
6 pm – 6 Confirm 

  NO Class – 7/8 Confirm 
  7pm – 9 Confirm 
 
 
SCHOOL KITS - Supplies will still be accepted 
the first two Sundays in October. The most 
needed items are: spiral notebooks, ball point 
pens and BLUNT scissors. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

 

SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE   
Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek 

Bible Camp Camperships and World 
Hunger!   

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, 
Woodman’s, and Ship Shape car wash. 
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Hungry Jar Offering  
for September – 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
(LDR) 

Multiple wildfires have broken out on the Hawaiian island 
of Maui. Exacerbated by strong winds, wildfires on Maui 
have claimed dozens of lives and have destroyed homes, 
businesses and lines of communication. Thousands of 
people are under evacuation orders, some moving to 
other Hawaiian Islands. Wildfires have also affected the 
Big Island of Hawaii, and the islands remain vulnerable to 
more fires this season. As of this writing, hurricanes are 
pounding California, as well, and LDR will be there helping 
them too. 

 
 
 

 

Cultivating life-giving relationships 
rooted in God’s love … 

        Living Faith Partnership 

 
In the next few weeks you will be hearing more about a 
new Synod initiative – Living Faith Partnership. The plan is 
to have a congregation “exchange” – an opportunity to 
share our stories, worship together, and create a 
partnership with a congregation in a part of the Synod 
that is different from us.  We have been partnered with 
Bethany Lutheran Church in Mauston. Watch for more 
details … think about traveling to Mauston 
with us on Sunday, October 1 … think about 
welcoming the folks from Mauston here on 
Sunday, October 8 … but for now, pray for 
the folks at Bethany! 
 
 
 
Check out the Sept. newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) 
to find out more. 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/

