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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
        *Please stand as you are able 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, 
Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit 
who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, 
yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed  
by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid 
to risk what we have for the sake of others.  
For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, 
forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on 
others and your creation, forgive us.  
For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and  
set us on the right path; in the name of  
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s compassion is beyond compare.  
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 
In Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN   “Son of God, Eternal Savior”  #655 

 

 

*GREETING  page 98 (in front of hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*THIS IS THE FEAST  page 101 (in front of hymnal) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of 
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, 
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow 
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
READING  Jeremiah 15:15-21 
15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down 
retribution for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not 
take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. 16Your 
words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me 
a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, 
O LORD, God of hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of 
merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I 
sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is my 
pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? 
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you 
back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is 
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my 
mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to 
them. 20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of 
bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over 
you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the 
LORD. 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and 
redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28 

  The Gospel according to Matthew. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
21From that time on, after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 
be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 24Then Jesus told his 
disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they 
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give 
in return for their life? 27“For the Son of Man is to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone 
for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of 
Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   
    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN  “Will You Come, and Follow Me”  #798 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS 

P: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray 
for the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.  

 (After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

God of life, your words are the joy at the heart of your church. 
Draw the seeker to you, place messages of hope and healing in 
the mouths of your witnesses, and open your children to your 
truth when we stumble. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands 
and oceans reveal the beauty of your creation. Challenge us to 
live humbly and peaceably as part of your world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is 
good. Guide them to show honor to the people in their care. 
Overcome evil in all nations and grant peace to peoples and 
places mired in conflict. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of deliverance, remember all who are suffering, lonely, and 
in pain. Liberate your people being insulted, persecuted, or in the 
grasp of the ruthless. Give endurance to workers who persevere 
on this Labor Day and insure fair wages and safe working 
environments. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in 
uncertain times and to remain faithful in prayer when facing 
challenges. Show us how best to love and care for one another 
and our communities. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with 
you in splendor. Nurture us in faith until the day we join their 
heavenly song. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
P: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer 
these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion 
made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   And also with you. 

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
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HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ 
is truly present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, 
bringing to us the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal 
life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.  Younger children 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.  
 
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 
AGNUS DEI  “Lamb of God” 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”    #697  
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by 
this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where 
none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 
 
*BLESSING 

The God of glory, Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the 
Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN  “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” #678 

 
*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

 
OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Anna Witte 
Communion Assistant Marjorie Anderson 
Welcoming Team   McNaughton Family 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Paige Christianson 
Communion Assistant _____________ 
Welcoming Team  Stefferud Family 

    10 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Chloe Drury 
Communion Assistant Jen Linse   
Welcoming Team  Erin & Jayme Hansen Family 

Home Communion   Marjorie Anderson 
Altar Guild for Sept. Jill Iliff 
 
 
 
 

 

Note that worship returns to 10:30 AM starting September 10th 

 
 

 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
 

 
 

Hungry Jar Offering  
for September – 

Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) 

Multiple wildfires have broken out on the Hawaiian island of Maui. Exacerbated by 
strong winds, wildfires on Maui have claimed dozens of lives and have destroyed 
homes, businesses and lines of communication. Thousands of people are under 
evacuation orders, some moving to other Hawaiian Islands. Wildfires have also 
affected the Big Island of Hawaii, and the islands remain vulnerable to more fires 
this season. As of this writing, hurricanes are pounding California, as well, and LDR 
will be there helping them too. 

LDR is coordinating with the Pacifica Synod and other partners to assess the needs 
of people impacted by the wildfires in Hawaii and hurricanes in California. LDR will 
work with them to provide for immediate needs and recovery amid the widespread 
destruction. LDR is committed to accompanying recovering communities in the 
years ahead. 
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CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE - Wednesday, Sept. 6  

6 PM – 6th and 7th grade parent student meeting  
7 PM – 8th and 9th grade parent student meeting 

 
 

RALLY DAY -Sunday, September 10 

We will gather in the Sanctuary at 9:15 AM 
We will be inviting our Sunday School Classroom Grandparents to join us, too … 

Mark your calendars … invite a friend … 
and join us! 

 
 

Note:  Sunday School registration forms for all grades are available on 
the church website (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org).   

It’s not too early to sign up! 
 

 
 
BACKPACK BLESSING - September 9-10 

If you are a student (of any age!) attending school, bring your 
backpacks, laptop bags, or whatever else you use.  We will share 
a blessing and a reminder of God’s love and presence as we begin 
another year of learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IT’S SCHOOL KIT TIME! 

Collection continues through the end of September. Our greatest needs are: 
notebooks, scissors, and pens. See below. At this time we have received plenty of 
pencils – THANK YOU! 

1 – 30 cm ruler/12 inch 
1 – pencil sharpener 
1 – BLUNT scissors  
5 – UNsharpened pencils 
1 – box 24 crayons  
1 – 2-1/2-inch eraser 
4 – 70 sheet notebooks (no loose-leaf paper) 
5 – blue or black ball point pens (no gel ink) 

 
 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS – Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, Deodorant for both 
men/women, Bushes beans, pineapple, and cereal. 
 

 
 
Check out the Sept. newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more 
 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
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ATTENTION 10th – 12th GRADERS… 

Ready to channel your “inner disciple?” 

 

Join Rachel Holthaus on Wednesdays at 7 PM to explore… 
and discover… 

God’s call to faithful living  
and servant leadership as  

a disciple of Jesus.  

Bible study…conversation…sharing…praying… 
maybe a few treats too? 

September 13 and 20 @ 7 PM 
Youth Room 

For more information see Pastor Jon. 
 
 
 
 
SENIOR CHOIR 

The Senior Choir invites you to be a member of our group!  We have 
a great time and love making music together.  New members are 
always welcome.  We usually sing for church services three times a 
month, and fall rehearsals will begin Wednesday, September 6 at 
7:00 pm, in the balcony. Come and join us! 
 
 
 

 
 
HANDBELLS 

Whether you’re “new” or “seasoned”, we’d love to have you join 
us!  Practices begin September 20 at 6 PM in the Music Room 

(downstairs off of the Fellowship Hall). Speak to Laurie Noelke or one of the pastors 
for more information – or just show up!! 
 
 
 
 
           

SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE   
Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 

Camperships and World Hunger!   

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, Woodman’s, and Ship Shape 
car wash. 

 


