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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
       *Please stand as you are able 

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   pp 211-212 (in front of hymnal) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN  “Open Now thy Gates of Beauty”  #533 

 
 

*GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live 
according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  “Give Me Jesus”  Eric Sorenson 
 
 
READING  Isaiah 55:10-13 
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do 
not return there until they have watered the earth, making it 
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12For you 
shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up 
the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 
shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off. 

 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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*GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O Lord! 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A 
sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the 
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 18“Hear then the parable of 
the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 
20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a 
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 
immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 
23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 
SERMON 
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*HYMN  “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” #512 
     (sung twice) 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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*PRAYERS  
 
P: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer 
our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read 
aloud individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. 
If more than one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and 
righteousness on good soil. Direct your people to proclaim your 
love in this congregation and throughout the world. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, 
causing trees and fields to grow, protecting waterways from 
pollution, and instilling in all people the need to be good 
stewards. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to 
work for justice in the courts, advocates to speak for the 
downtrodden, and politicians to work on behalf of the common 
good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Heal those who are sick, O God. Guide health care workers to 
care for those who suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving 
research, and counselors to care for victims of sexual abuse and 
exploitation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect 
those who travel near and far, accompany visitors to this 
congregation, and nurture our faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your 
embodied love, whose confidence in the resurrection guides us in 
living lives worthy of the gospel. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
in the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   And also with you.  

 (Please share a sign of peace with those around you.) 
 

MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER  page 112 (in front of the hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

Both wine and grape juice is available – grape juice glasses are purple.  
Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 

AGNUS DEI  “Lamb of God” 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN  “For the Fruit of All Creation”        #679 
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have 
received at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your 
generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest 
treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 
 
*BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest 
seed bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”  #547 
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*DISMISSAL  (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace.  Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
     6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant   Drew McConkey 
Communion Assistant  Judy Gilbert 
Welcoming Team    Phil & Judy Gilbert 

     8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Landon Weiland 
Communion Assistant  Sue Ahles 
Welcoming Team   Brenda Skittone 

     10 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Alicia Zarecki 
Communion Assistant  Carolyn Karl   
Welcoming Team   Jeff & Melissa  

Haldeman  

Home Communion   Pam Gresens 
Altar Guild for July   Pam Gresens 
 
 
 
WE THANK Megan Sorenson for leading us in music this weekend. 
 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services 
on Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have 
provided. 
 
 
 

Hungry Jar Offering for July –Lutheran Campus Ministry 
 
We know its summer, but fall is right around the corner, and 
students will soon be returning to college campuses … WE can do 
ministry with young adults through LuMin in LaCrosse. LuMin is a 
ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) inviting all 
students from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, Western Technical 
College, and Viterbo University on a journey of faith together! They are 
supported by the congregations of the La Crosse Area Synod and the ELCA, 
as well as gifts from individuals who have a heart for ministry with college 
students. 
 
 
 
Food Pantry Needs – Can fruit and Pasta 
 
 
 
Check out the July newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
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IT’S SCHOOL KIT TIME! 

Start watching for school supply sales for the school kits we 
assemble and send through Lutheran World Relief! Make a 
difference in the lives of children! 

Each School kit contains the following: 

1 – 30 cm ruler/12 inch  1 – pencil sharpener 
1 – BLUNT scissors   5 – UNsharpened pencils 
1 – box 24 crayons   1 – 2-1/2-inch eraser 
4 – 70 sheet notebooks (no loose-leaf paper) 
5 – blue or black ball point pens (no gel ink) 

Place items in the collection box in the gathering area.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feed Our Children Summer Lunch Program 

The 2023 Summer Lunch Program is off and running.  Currently we 
are looking for donations of granola bars, fruit cups, snacks and 
brown lunch bags. Serving is going well @160 daily and going up. 

Financial contributions are also always welcome – make checks out to Our 
Savior’s, but note the gift is for Feed Our Children. 

 
If you would like to help prepare the lunches (9:30 am – 12:30 pm), use the 
link on the church website to sign up - www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 
 
For more information and updates on how you can help support this 
important ministry, check out the Feed Our Children Summer Lunch Program 
page on Facebook.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sugar Creek Bible Campers 

Please keep the following youth who will be attending Camp in 
July in your prayers: 

     July 16-21 

     Claire Gross 
 


