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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Or use 
the QR Code to the right. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
        *Please stand as you are able 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME  
 
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, by whose hand we are 
given new birth, by whose speaking we are given new life. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, 
restored, and supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river 
of life, you are the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might 
you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the 
firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed 
away, and in them we are born anew. 
 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor 
to you for waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and 
nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving 
water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new 
creation. 
 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrection. Strengthen our 
resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 
Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring 
peace. We ask this through Christ, 
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN   “Now the Green Blade Rises”     #379 

 
*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE    page 98 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*THIS IS THE FEAST  page 101 (in front of the hymnal) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and 
the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have 
faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  “We Have Seen the Lord”   (8 am) 
       Senior Choir 
 
READING  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
the crowd, 22“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 
power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, 
as you yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you 
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But 
God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was 
impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says 
concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my 
right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26therefore my heart was 
glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in 
hope. 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your 
Holy One experience corruption. 28You have made known to me 
the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 
presence.’ 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of 
our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew 
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of 
his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of 
the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned 
to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’32This Jesus 
God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL John 20:19-31 

 The Gospel according to John. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas who was called 
the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 26A week later his disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs 
in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN    “We Walk by Faith”   #635 
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*NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS 

P: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all in need.  

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

God of rebirth, the good news of your resurrection brings 
refreshment to a weary world. Following the women at the tomb, 
empower us to boldly share your radical love through our words 
and our work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
As you breathed your Spirit into the disciples, breathe your spirit 
of healing upon all creation. Nourish the earth with sufficient 
rains. Strengthen us to counter the effects of pollution and 
destruction. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You prepared the disciples for their ministry by calming their 
fears and granting them your peace. Equip our communities’ 
leaders. Give them a spirit of peace and hearts that burn for 
justice, that their leadership reflects your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You come among us in unexpected ways. Send us to those who 
hide in fear or question your love. Be a healing presence for any 
isolated by addiction, incarceration, mental illness, chronic pain, 
sickness, or grief. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
As you met the disciples on the road to Emmaus, show us your 
presence along our journeys. Bless our doubts and questions. 
Provide trusting and safe relationships for all ages, to nurture our 
connection to you and one another. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You watch over your servants that they may be faithful disciples 
of Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, especially Candace 
and Brooke as they seek to grow in their discipleship, and guide 
their families that together they may reflect your love and grace. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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Resurrecting God, you bring us to new life every day. Thank you 
for blessing us with companions on our faith journey, especially 
those who now rest in your love. Strengthen us with the eternal 
peace of your promises. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
P: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our 
prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

*PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   And also with you.  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ 
is truly present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, 
bringing to us the gift of forgiveness and the promise of eternal 
life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table.  Younger children 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.  

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 

AGNUS DEI  “Lamb of God” 
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COMMUNION HYMN   “Here Is Bread”   #483 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With 
your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life 
together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in 
Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 
 
*BLESSING 

The God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead, bless you by the 
power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.  
Amen. 
 
*HYMN  “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”  #535 
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*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 

 
 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Alicia Zarecki 
Communion Assistant Jon Hetland 
Welcoming Team   Zarecki Family 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Isaac Arentz 
Communion Assistant Kim Arentz 
Welcoming Team  Jim Michelson 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Henry Bakkum 
Communion Assistant Melissa Haldeman 
Welcoming Team  Beckley Family 

Home Communion  Judy Gilbert  

Altar Guild for April  Jill Iliff 
 
 
 
CONFIRMATION AFTER SCHOOL & CLASS 

Wednesday, April 19 
3:30 pm - After School 
5:30 pm - Meal 
6 pm - 6 grade - Class 
6 pm - 7&8 grade – Elective 
7 pm - 9 grade  

 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
 
 

SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE 

Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!   

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, 
Woodman’s, and Ship Shape car wash. 
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HUNGRY JAR OFFERING FOR APRIL   
FEED OUR CHILDREN SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM 

We are once again getting ready to serve lunch to the children in the 
community this summer. Our April Hungry Jar offerings will help 
support this ministry to feed the children nutritious meals.  

Last year (with lots of community help and support), we fed around 
175 kids twice a week.  That’s close to 4,000 meals over the summer! 
  

Watch for more information as it gets closer to see how you, too, can be a part of 
this important ministry by sharing of your time and resources to help prepare and 
serve the lunches, and provide specific items that will be included in the meals.  
 
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTSIM - The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism, or 
“Confirmation” for our 9th graders will be Sunday, April 30, at 10:30 AM. If the 
weather permits (it’s warm enough) we will gather at the Lion’s Shelter, 
where families can all be together.  YOU are encouraged to join us as we ask God’s 
blessings on these young people who seek to be faithful disciples of Jesus.  Bring 
your own chair, come dressed for the outdoors – we will supply the rest!   
 
 
 
REMINDERS 
May 1 - College Scholarship requests due. 
 
 
 
 

SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP 2023 - To find more information about the summer 
schedule, check out the brochures on the kiosk in the Gathering Area or check out 
their website at: http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/  
 
 
OUR SAVIOR’S CAMPERSHIPS AVAILABLE 

$300 full week -- $125 half week 

Request forms due in the church office  
NO LATER than May 11th  

(Forms available in the church office,  
or on our website – www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) 

Remember that camperships will be given to the campers in worship the weekend 
of May 20-21 and it is the responsibility of the family to get the checks to camp.  
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the April newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 
 
 

 

http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/
http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/

