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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or 
text your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and 
follow the instructions on the response you 
receive. Thank you for your generosity and 
support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
    *Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who journeys with us these 
forty days, and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; we 
take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil 
rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though 
you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in 
your way of life. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s 
name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN   “God Loved the World”   #323 

 
*GREETING   page 98 (in front of the hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE    page 98 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring 
us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in 
your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all 
the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
READING  Genesis 12:1-4a 
1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4aSo Abram went, as 
the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
*GOSPEL John 3:1-17  

 The Gospel according to John. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 
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3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus 
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of 
what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things 
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN   “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”  #451 
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BAPTISM      (10:30 am) 

 
*APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS 

P: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation.  

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 
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O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for 
your people. Bless lay theologians, seminary and college 
professors, and all who are called to the ministry of teaching, 
that they form and inspire us for the work of the gospel. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our 
planetary home. Guide the work of researchers, scientists, and 
activists who love your earth and who inspire us to care for the 
natural world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny 
and oppression. Strengthen organizations that promote peace 
and harmony. Direct their work to alleviate human suffering and 
to address its root causes. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with 
mental illness, depression, or addiction, and accompany them in 
healing and recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to you in 
their distress. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, 
and delight us with their joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our 
ministries with children and youth and equip us all for faithful 
discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God, you so love your servants. Watch over them that they 
may be faithful disciples of Jesus. Be with our confirmation 
students, especially Henry and Mia as they seek to grow in their 
discipleship, and guide their families that together they may 
reflect your love and grace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have 
been a blessing to us, so inspire us by their example of holy 
living to be a blessing to those who come after us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast 
love and your promise to renew your whole creation; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you.  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER   page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing.  

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are circled in 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 
AGNUS DEI   “Lamb of God” 
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COMMUNION HYMN  

   “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  #773 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of 
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the 
world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and 
the Holy Spirit of rebirth, bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN    “Lift High the Cross”   #660 
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*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Will Clements 
Communion Assistant Rich Clements 
Welcoming Team   Kammel Family 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Lauren Burt 
Communion Assistant  
Welcoming Team  Hundt Family 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Kylie Elsen 
Communion Assistant Jen Linse 
Welcoming Team  Elsen Family 

Altar Guild for March  Cindy Averbeck/Jaime Fortier 
 

 
BAPTISM – In the waters of baptism, we welcome Emersyn Leigh, daughter 
of Alexander & Crystal Plenge. Emersyn’s sponsors are Anna Cornish and 
Seth Plenge.                                                        
 
 

Midweek Lenten Worship 

Wednesdays in March + 6 PM 
 

Holden Evening Prayer 
Led each week by a member of the choir … 

with the drama series …The Holidays of Lent 
 
 
 
FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION - 5th graders … and any older kids who 
missed it … and just anyone interested … First Communion instruction is coming 
soon! Sundays, March 5 and March 26 … from 1:30 - 3 PM.  Learn about the 
Sacrament, create your own communion cup, and bake some “unleavened” bread.  
Parents are asked to join us!  For more information see the Pastors. 

 
 

 

It’s baaack … 

Beer & Hymns 

Sunday, March 5 
6-7 pm 
Hunter’s Last Chance Bar & Grill 
(140 Leonard Street S) 

Join us for an evening of singing and fellowship! We provide the 
songbooks, you provide whatever you’d like to eat and drink. 
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SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP 2023 

It’s not too early to start thinking about Summer Bible Camp!  Early registration 
deadline is March 15th.  To find out more information about the summer schedule, 
check out the brochures on the kiosk in the Gathering Area or check out their 
website at: http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/  
 
 
OUR SAVIOR’S CAMPERSHIPS AVAILABLE 

$300 full week -- $125 half week 

Request forms due in the church office  
NO LATER than May 11th  

(Forms available in the church office,  
or on our website – www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) 

Remember that camperships will be given to the campers in worship the weekend 
of May 20-21 and it is the responsibility of the family to get the checks to camp.  
 
 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
 
BLOOD DRIVE - Monday, March 27 

   12:30-5:30 pm 

  Presbyterian Church West Salem 

 
 
 
Reconnecting with the past … 

one bite at a time” Cookbook 

$15 
(Proceeds go toward the roof fund.) 

 
 
 
 
SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE 
Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!  

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, 
Woodman’s, and Ship Shape car wash. 

 
 
 
Check out the March newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 

http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/
http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
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Hungry Jar Offering for March 
Lutheran World Relief  

Emergency Response Fund 

Following the devastating earthquakes in Turkey and Syria, Lutheran World Relief is 
there to help, working with their trusted local partners to reach children, women, 
and men in desperate need.  

Your gifts to LWR’s emergency response fund will deliver urgently needed care and 
support like food, water, and other critically needed items, temporary shelter, 
medicine and supplies for clinics.  Financial gifts are the number one need to assist 
our neighbors who are injured, hungry, and displaced from multiple earthquakes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HUNGER THOUGHT OF THE WEEK: 

I lift up my eyes to the hills - from where will my help come? Psalm 121:1 

We are called to remember our times of need when God showed up and to 
remember our calling to do the same. As people of God, we respond to hunger for 
many reasons. Sometimes our compassion pulls us to meet the needs of our 
neighbors. Other times we may feel a sense of responsibility to care for the people 
God places in our midst. 

The Care and Share Pantry appreciates your donations. 
 
 


