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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church website: 
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text your gift 
amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the instructions on 
the response you receive. Thank you for your 
generosity and support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
 

        *Please stand as you are able 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
*HYMN  ”Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”      #886  

 
*GREETING   page 184 (in front of hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from 
sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we 
may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  “Beautiful Things”  Senior Choir (10:30 a.m.) 

 
READING Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by 
the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; 
it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, 
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say 
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 7So I 
prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 
breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

 The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Open our eyes, Lord” 

Open our eyes, Lord; we want to see Jesus, 
To reach out and touch him, and say that we love him. 
Open our ears, Lord; and help us to listen. 
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus. 
 
*GOSPEL John 11:1-45 

 The Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, 
he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go 
to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were 
just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 
9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those 
who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the 
light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there 
to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”  



 6 

23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to 
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling 
for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at 
the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with 
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go 
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going 
to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was 
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus 
saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.”  5Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he 
loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away 
the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 
may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him 
go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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*HYMN  “Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land”  #333 

 
*APOSTLES’ CREED   page 217 (in front of hymnal) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.
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*PRAYERS  

P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

(Please join in silent prayer as members of the 
SOS Band offer our petitions.) 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. 
Deepen our partnerships with our companion churches around 
the globe and bless the work of missionaries who accompany 
them. Merciful God, 
(sing refrain) 

 
Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and 
restore ecosystems in need of healing. Uplift prophetic voices 
that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air 
all around. Merciful God, 
(sing refrain) 
 

You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of 
oppression. Unbind nations and societies from the sins of racism, 
sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels of 
government who work to promote the dignity of every human 
life. Merciful God, 
(sing refrain) 
 
You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or 
who are troubled by illness. You hear us when we call to you. 
Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from the 
worries that bind us. Merciful God, 
(sing refrain) 
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Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music 
ministries of this congregation and all who lead us in hymns of 
praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. 
Merciful God, 
(sing refrain) 
 
You watch with love, over your servants to be faithful disciples of 
Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, especially Sophia, 
Charlie, and Parker as they seek to grow in their discipleship, and 
guide their families that together they may reflect your love and 
grace. Merciful God, 
(sing refrain) 

 Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will 
live. With thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now 
live in your eternal love. Merciful God, 
(sing refrain) 
 
P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast 
love and your promise to renew your whole creation; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you.  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 

 
MISSION MOMENT 
 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  page 112 (in front of hymnal) 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

Both wine and grape juice is available – grape juice glasses are circled in 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
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AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God” 

 

COMMUNION HYMN   
   “Just As I Am, without One Plea”  #592 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of 
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the 
world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING OF HOME COMMUNION 
 
*BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and 
the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN   “Restore in Us, O God”  #328 
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*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
WE THANK - Joey Barnett for filling in as choir director while Eric Sorenson 
is in Arizona.  Joey is a graduate of UW-Eau Claire, a member of the Coulee 
Chordsmen, and teaches Elementary Music in Black River Falls.  We 
appreciate his willingness to substitute!  Please welcome him if you get the 
opportunity. 

 
 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Mara McNaughton 
Communion Assistant Julie Quackenbush 
Welcoming Team   

    8 a.m.  
Worship Assistant   Briauna Mathison 
Communion Assistant Naoko Giblin 
Welcoming Team  Bakkum Family 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Drew McConkey 
Communion Assistant Dottie Baumgartner 
Welcoming Team  Dawn Affeldt Family 

Altar Guild for March Cindy Averbeck/Jaime Fortier 
Home Communion   Dottie Baumgartner 
 

 

 

 

 

FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION Part 2 - March 26 from 1:30–3 PM. If you 
missed Part 1 and would like to be included, please speak to the pastors. 

 

 

 

 
BLOOD DRIVE - Monday, March 27  

              12:30-5:30 pm 

                  Presbyterian Church West Salem 

 
 
 
 
 
Midweek Lenten Worship 
 Wednesdays in March - 6 PM 

 Holden Evening Prayer 
 Led each week by a member of the choir … 

  with the drama series … 
  The Holidays of Lent 
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EASTER GARDEN - Once again you will have the opportunity to 
fill the sanctuary with flowers in memory or honor of a loved one(s). 
The cost of the spring flowers will be $24. 

The money will be used to buy an assortment of spring flowers from Under the Rust 
for an Easter display. 

Please fill out this form and submit the $24 to the Church Office by March 27.  
These gifts and names will be acknowledged in the Easter Sunday Bulletin. 

 
 
 
 

 Reconnecting with the past … 
one bite at a time” Cookbook 

$15 
(Proceeds go toward the roof fund.) 

 

 
 
 
 
SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE 
Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!  

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, Woodman’s, and Ship Shape 
car wash. 

 
 
 
 
Check out the March newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 
 
 
 
SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP 2023 - To find more information about the summer 
schedule, check out the brochures on the kiosk in the Gathering Area or check out 
their website at: http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/  
 
 
OUR SAVIOR’S CAMPERSHIPS AVAILABLE 

$300 full week -- $125 half week 

Request forms due in the church office  
NO LATER than May 11th  

(Forms available in the church office,  
or on our website – www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) 

Remember that camperships will be given to the campers in worship the weekend 
of May 20-21 and it is the responsibility of the family to get the checks to camp.  

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/
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Hungry Jar Offering for March 
Lutheran World Relief  

Emergency Response Fund 

Following the devastating earthquakes in Turkey and Syria, Lutheran World Relief is 
there to help, working with their trusted local partners to reach children, women, 
and men in desperate need.  

Your gifts to LWR’s emergency response fund will deliver urgently needed care and 
support like food, water, and other critically needed items, temporary shelter, 
medicine and supplies for clinics.  Financial gifts are the number one need to assist 
our neighbors who are injured, hungry, and displaced from multiple earthquakes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HUNGER THOUGHT OF THE WEEK: 

“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits. In Gods word, I hope.” Psalm 130:5 

As we wait for the Easter promise of eternal life, we pray for others who wait for 
safe water.  

Facts from World Health Organization 

2 billion people live in water stressed areas. 

485,000 people worldwide die each year due to contaminated water. 

26% of the global population does not have access to safe drinking water.  
 
 
 
 
 


