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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or 
text your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and 
follow the instructions on the response you 
receive. Thank you for your generosity and 
support of our work together. 
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Order of Worship 
    *Please stand as you are able 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who journeys with us these 
forty days, and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; we 
take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil 
rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though 
you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in 
your way of life. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s 
name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN  “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” #326 
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*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



5 
 

*KYRIE    page 98 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*GLORY TO GOD  page 99 (in front of the hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages 
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy 
you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your 
word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “I Want Jesus To Walk With Me” (8 AM) 
          Senior Choir 
  
READING  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden 
to till it and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, 
“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.” 3:1Now the serpent was more 
crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any 
tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may 
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You 
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent 
said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together 
and made loincloths for themselves. 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
 



8 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL Matthew 4:1-11  

 The Gospel according to Matthew. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty nights, and 
afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’ ” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and 
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will 
command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they 
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a 
stone.’ ” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the 
Lord your God to the test.’ ” 8Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away 
with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve only him.’ ” 11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels 
came and waited on him. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN   “When We Are Tested”  ACS #922 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS 

P: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation.  
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(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. 
Give vision and wisdom to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted 
with the ministry of administration. Counsel all who faithfully lead 
your people into the future. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the 
needs of every living creature. Bless those who work in fields and 
orchards, that the world is nourished by the fruits of their labor. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and 
legislate. Instill in them a sense of your justice and 
righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all the 
regions and nations of the world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and 
accompany all refugees and immigrants, especially children who 
travel alone. In times of trouble, trauma, or illness, surround 
your people with your steadfast love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in 
this place. Care for those who tend to the needs of others, those 
who welcome us to this place, who assist our worship, and 
provide for community and fellowship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You watch over your servants that they may be faithful disciples 
of Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, especially Camille, 
Landon, and Aidan as they seek to grow in their discipleship, and 
guide their families that together they may reflect your love and 
grace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in 
every age. Unite our prayers with theirs, until our wilderness 
journey is complete, and we rest in you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast 
love and your promise to renew your whole creation; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you.  

 Please share a sign of peace with those around you. 
 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER   page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing.  

Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses are circled in 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 
AGNUS DEI   “Lamb of God” 
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COMMUNION HYMN  

   “Children of the Heavenly Father”  #781 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of 
Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the 
world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, Christ, the resurrection and the life, and 
the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN   “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  #618 
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*DISMISSAL (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peac 
e. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 

 
 
 
 
 



15 
 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Anya Tenner 
Communion Assistant Kim Arentz 
Welcoming Team   Hillyer Family 

    8 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Anna Witte 
Communion Assistant Alison Hemker 
Welcoming Team  Hundt Family 

    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Lauren Burt 
Communion Assistant Carolyn Karl 
Welcoming Team  Faucett Family 

Altar Guild for February   Pam Gresens 
 
 
 
 

WE THANK - Joey Barnett for filling in as choir director while Eric Sorenson 
is in Arizona.  Joey is a graduate of UW-Eau Claire, a member of the Coulee 
Chordsmen, and teaches Elementary Music in Black River Falls.  We 
appreciate his willingness to substitute!  Please welcome him if you get the 
opportunity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Midweek Lenten Worship 

Wednesdays in March + 6 PM 
 

Holden Evening Prayer 
Led each week by a member of the choir … 

with the drama series … 

The Holidays of Lent 
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FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION - 5th graders … and any older kids 
who missed it … and just anyone interested … First Communion instruction is 
coming soon! Sundays, March 5 and March 26 … from 1:30 - 3 PM.  Learn 
about the Sacrament, create your own communion cup, and bake some 
“unleavened” bread.  Parents are asked to join us!  For more information see 
the Pastors. 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s baaack … 

Beer & Hymns 

Sunday, March 5 
6-7 pm 
Hunter’s Last Chance Bar & Grill 
(140 Leonard Street S) 

Join us for an evening of singing and fellowship! We provide the 
songbooks, you provide whatever you’d like to eat and drink. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services 
on Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have 
provided. 
 
 
 
 

Reconnecting with the past … 
one bite at a time” Cookbook 

$15 
(Proceeds go toward the roof fund.) 

 
 
 
 

SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE 

Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!   

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, Woodman’s, and Ship 
Shape car wash. 
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FOOD PANTRY OPPORTUNITIES – The Food Pantry is looking for 
volunteers. Are you interested in volunteering 2-3 Saturday mornings per 
year from 9:30 am -12 noon at the Community Care and Share Food Pantry 
housed here at Our Savior's? 

Are you interested in helping Wafer distribute food boxes on the 1st 
Friday of the month from their mobile food pantry, which parks at 
Anytime Fitness on Hwy 16 from 10:45 am -12:15 pm?  Must be able to 
lift 40 lbs.! 

If you are interested in either of these opportunities contact the food 
pantry at wsalempantry@yahoo.com. Thank you. 
 
 
 
HUNGRY JAR FOR FEBRUARY – 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
 
 
 

Across the US, too many kids go without a bed—or even a pillow—to sleep 
on. These children end up sleeping on couches, blankets, and even floors, 
which has adverse effects on their physical and mental health.  All children 
deserve a safe, comfortable place to lay their heads.  Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace (SHP) is a national organization with local chapters – one right here in 
LaCrosse.  They are a group of volunteers dedicated to building, assembling 
and delivering top-notch bunk beds free of charge to children and families in 
need. 

Each bed that SHP delivers to a child sleeping on the floor offers comfort and 
safety. Oftentimes, the kids who get their beds have never owned a bed of 
their own. Every kid deserves a good night's rest.  $250 will sponsor a bed 
and mattress, along with a pillow, sheet set, and comforter.  Our gifts make 
sure kiddos have a comfy place to lay their heads at night.  
 
 
 

HUNGER THOUGHT OF THE WEEK: 

Psalm 32:2 – “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against 
him and in whose spirit is no deceit.” 

There is stigma in the ways we talk about hunger. Language such as “the 
hungry” or “the poor” makes it seem as if a person’s whole identity is 
nothing more than the challenges they face.  With God, there is no stigma. 
In God the only “mark” we carry is being God’s children.  

What terms do we use, and maybe need to change, when we refer to people 
in need? 
 
 
Check out the February newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find 

mailto:wsalempantry@yahoo.com
http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
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out more. 
 


