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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Thank 
you for your generosity and support of our work 
together. 
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Order of Worship 
       *Please stand as you are able 

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   pp 211-212 (in front of hymnal) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN   “Come, All You People”   #819 

 

*GREETING  page 213 (in front of hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE   page 213 (in front of hymnal) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  pp 213-215 (in front of hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak 
mortals we accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see 
and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and 
power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
  “What Does the Lord Require of You”  (8 a.m.)  

Senior Choir 
 

READING  Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Moses said to the people 15See, I have set before you today life 
and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and 
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you 
shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your 
heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow 
down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that 
you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and 
earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life 
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and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, 
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of 
days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give 
to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   page 216 (in front of hymnal) 

 
*GOSPEL Matthew 5:21-37 

The Gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord! 

Jesus said to the disciples 21“You have heard that it was said to 
those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever 
murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if 
you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to 
judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable 
to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the 
hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if 
you remember that your brother or sister has something against 
you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be 
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your 
gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on 
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to 
the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown 
into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you 
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have paid the last penny. 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You 
shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that everyone who 
looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out 
and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your 
members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And 
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; 
it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your 
whole body to go into hell. 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces 
his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to 
you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of 
unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries 
a divorced woman commits adultery. 33“Again, you have heard 
that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But 
I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the 
throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear 
by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let 
your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this 
comes from the evil one.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

SERMON 
 
*HYMN   “Healer of Our Every Ill”   #612 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED   page 217 (in front of hymnal) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS  

P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read 
aloud individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. 
If more than one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

Inspire your church that it may be a sign of life throughout the 
world. From the exploration of faith with children and new 
believers to missionaries and bishops, shape lives of faithfulness, 
so that all find abundant life in your ways. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Nourish your creation. Accompany all who plant and water. Bless 
the work of farmers; provide for subsistence farmers facing 
drought and climate change. Guide the work of agricultural 
scientists toward sustainable ways to feed the world. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Give growth where there seems to be no hope for life. In nations 
and regions where reconciliation seems impossible, empower 
peacemakers with your Spirit. Where death holds sway through 
violence, disease, and hunger, equip relief workers to bring hope. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Nurture all in need. Bring healing to all who experience trauma 
caused by systems of injustice and destructive relationships. Give 
courage to those struggling to repent and those seeking 
reconciliation. Sustain all who work for restoration. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Encourage this congregation. Call us to a common purpose and 
keep us from quarrelling. Turn our hearts toward you and guide 
our leaders, so that our choices may be lifegiving for all. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Send your love, and watch over your servants to be faithful 
disciples of Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, especially 
Addison and Nathan as they seek to grow in their discipleship, 
and guide their families that together they may reflect your love 
and grace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

 Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Thanks be to you for the lives of all who have died in Christ. 
Teach us to follow them in your ways and gather us with them 
into the promise of eternal life with you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 
wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   And also with you.  

 (Please share a sign of peace with those around you.) 
 

MISSION MOMENT 

Installation of Rachel Holthaus Youth Director  (10:30 am) 
 
*CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  page 219 (in front of hymnal) 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
to the fullness of your grace. 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God!



 14 

HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

Both wine and grape juice is available – grape juice glasses are circled in 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN  “One Bread, One Body”   #496 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 
oppressor’s rod bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and 
always. Amen. 
 

*HYMN   “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” #544 
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*DISMISSAL    (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 

 
 
WE THANK - Joey Barnett for filling in as choir director while Eric Sorenson is in 
Arizona.  Joey is a graduate of UW-Eau Claire, a member of the Coulee Chordsmen, 
and teaches Elementary Music in Black River Falls.  We appreciate his willingness to 
substitute!  Please welcome him if you get the opportunity. 

 
 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
     6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Landon Labus 
Communion Assistant Marjorie Anderson 
Welcoming Team  Labus Family 
 
     8 a.m.  
Worship Assistant   Leah Langrehr 
Communion Assistant Jim Quamme 
Welcoming Team  Hickey Family 
 
     10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Casey Mathison 
Communion Assistant Naoko Giblin 
Welcoming Team  Jones Family 

Altar Guild for February Pam Gresens 
 

 
CONFIRMATION AFTER SCHOOL & CLASS 

Wednesday, February 15 
3:30 pm - After School 
5:30 pm - Meal 
6 pm - 6 grade - Class 
6 pm - 7&8 grade - Electives 
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HUNGRY JAR FOR FEBRUARY  
 Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

All children deserve a safe, comfortable place to lay their heads.  Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace (SHP) is a national organization with local chapters – one right here in 
LaCrosse.  They are a group of volunteers dedicated to building, assembling and 
delivering top-notch bunk beds free of charge to children and families in need. 

Each bed that SHP delivers to a child sleeping on the floor offers comfort and 
safety. Oftentimes, the kids who get their beds have never owned a bed of their 
own.  $250 will sponsor a bed and mattress, along with a pillow, sheet set, and 
comforter.  Our gifts make sure kiddos have a comfy place to lay their heads at 
night.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

     Get a jump on  

   Mardi Gras! 
  Shake off the winter blahs! 

  Come one … come all … 
 

Sunday, February 19 
3 - 5 PM 

 

Join us for … 
 

Food … activities for kids … 
prizes … music … 

 

Sample recipes from the church cookbook … and vote for your 
favorites! 

[Proceeds will once again go to the Roof Fund.] 

 

** If you submitted a recipe for the cookbook, we want you! Cook up a batch of your special recipe, bring it to 
church, we’ll serve small samples, and see whose recipes are the favorites!  Prizes!! Talk to Pastor Jean for more 

details. ** 
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Ash Wednesday Worship 

February 22 
 

7:30-8:45 AM 

Drive-through ashes and Holy Communion 
in the parking lot 

 
Bring elements for Communion (bread/crackers and wine/juice) – stay in your car 
as you receive ashes, hear Scripture, share in prayer, and partake in the 
Sacrament.   

 

6 PM 

Ashes and Holy Communion  
in the Sanctuary 

 
Ashes and message, music and hymns, and the Sacrament as we begin the journey 

of Lent 

 
 

And looking ahead… 

 
Midweek Lenten Worship 

 Wednesdays in March + 6 PM 

 
 
LENTEN DRAMAS - Again, this year midweek Lenten worship will feature a 
series of dramas.  You can take on a role each week, or as many weeks as 
work for you.  If you’d like to be a part of the drama (no memorization 
required!) see Pastor Jon.  

 
 
FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION - 5th graders … and any older kids 
who missed it … and just anyone interested … First Communion instruction is 
coming soon!  Sundays, March 5 and March 26 … from 1:30 - 3 PM.  Learn 
about the Sacrament, create your own communion cup, and bake some 
“unleavened” bread.  Parents are asked to join us!  For more information see 
the Pastors. 
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COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services 
on Sundays!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have 
provided. 
 
 
 
SCRIP CARDS AVAILABLE 

Help support Our Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
Camperships and World Hunger!   

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, Kwik Trip car wash, Woodman’s, and Ship 
Shape car wash. 

 
 
 
 

“Reconnecting with the past … 
one bite at a time” Cookbook 

   $15 
(Proceeds go toward the roof fund.) 
 
 
 
 
Check out the February newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out 
more. 
 
 
 

 
FOOD PANTRY OPPORTUNITIES – The Food Pantry is looking for 
volunteers. Are you interested in volunteering 2-3 Saturday mornings per 
year from 9:30 am -12 noon at the Community Care and Share Food Pantry 
housed here at Our Savior's? 

Are you interested in helping Wafer distribute food boxes on 
the 1st Friday of the month from their mobile food pantry, 
which parks at Anytime Fitness on Hwy 16 from 10:45 am -
12:15 pm?  Must be able to lift 40 lbs.! 

If you are interested in either of these opportunities contact the food pantry 
at wsalempantry@yahoo.com. Thank you. 

 

 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
mailto:wsalempantry@yahoo.com

