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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Thank 
you for your generosity and support of our work 
together. 
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Order of Worship 
       *Please stand as you are able 

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   pp 211-212 (in front of hymnal) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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*HYMN   “Shall We Gather at the River” #423 

 
 

*GREETING  page 213 (in front of hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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*KYRIE   page 213 (in front of hymnal) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  pp 213-215 (in front of hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all 
who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 
daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  “The Baptism of Jesus” (10:30 a.m.) 

             Senior Choir 
 
READING  Isaiah 42:1-9 
1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth 
justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make 
it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a 
dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 
forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 
teaching. 5Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes 
from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those 
who walk in it: 6I am the LORD, I have called you in  
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righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I 
have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the 
nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 8I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no 
other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come 
to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I 
tell you of them. 

 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   page 216 (in front of hymnal) 

 
*GOSPEL  Matthew 3:13-17 

The Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord! 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus 
had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 
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 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
 
*HYMN “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” #304 

 
 
BAPTISM  page 227  (in front of hymnal) (10:30 am) 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED   page 217 (in front of hymnal) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS  

P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read 
aloud individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. 
If more than one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our 
hearts and minds to the new things you are declaring. Strengthen 
bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, and teachers of the faith. 
Equip the baptized for your reconciling and redeeming work. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ 
baptism you reveal the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, 
rivers, and watersheds. Bring relief to parched lands and to 
communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase 
cooperation and constructive dialogue between nations. Guide 
local, national, and international authorities to govern with 
equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military service, 
for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people 
who flee from oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain 
health care workers, caregivers, first responders, counselors, and 
all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving or 
experiencing crisis. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle 
the gifts of your Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly 
baptized, those recently ordained, and any beginning a new 
ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational councils to 
serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Loving God, send your love, and watch over your servants to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, 
especially Claire, Lily, and Drew as they seek to grow in their 
discipleship, and guide their families that together they may 
reflect your love and grace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all 
generations. We give thanks for those who have died in Christ, 
trusting that we will be united with them and all the saints in 
Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 
wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   And also with you.  

 (Please share a sign of peace with those around you.) 
 

MISSION MOMENT 
 
*CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  page 219 (in front of hymnal) 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
to the fullness of your grace. 
 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  page 112 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God!
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HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

Both wine and grape juice is available – grape juice glasses are circled in 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN  “Spirit of Gentleness”   #396 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love 
kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 
oppressor’s rod bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. Amen. 
 

*HYMN    “Baptized and Set Free”   #453 
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*DISMISSAL    (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
BAPTISM - In the waters of baptism, we welcome Elyse Marie, 
daughter of Tristin Aguiar & Emily Trautman. Elyse’s sponsors are 
Eric Trautman, Lauren Carahar, and Karley Aguiar. 
 
 
 
HUNGRY JAR FOR JANUARY - 
 
The mission of the Women’s Clothes Closet of Our Savior’s LaCrosse is to provide 
gently used clothing to women who are entering the workforce, in the workforce, or 
otherwise in need.  Started in 1997, the Women’s Clothes Closet was created as a 
project by a student social worker at the University of Wisconsin – La Crosse.  In 
2019, the Women’s Clothes Closet had 1,622 clients and received 968 donations 
that included clothing, shoes, new undergarments, jewelry, accessories, coats, 
make-up, and personal care items.  New visitors to the Women’s Clothes Closet can 
choose three complete outfits. Returning visitors can select one outfit per visit, up 
to two times per month. No questions are asked about income or employment 
status. 
 
At this time, they are especially in need of undergarments in very specific sizes. 
Unlike most clothes, undergarments must be new (still in the package) and not 
gently used. The folks at Our Savior’s are good stewards of the resources they 
receive to purchase the necessary items to keep their clients appropriately clothed.  
 
The Hungry Jar for January is to provide resources to purchase the undergarments, 
but if you have items you wish to donate, the Women’s Clothes Closet needs gently 
used in-season clothing that is fashionable, clean, and in good repair.  Bras (new), 
shoes, boots, handbags, scarves, and jewelry are also very much appreciated. 
Donations are made by appointment. Please call 608-784-5745 to schedule your 
donation appointment (please leave a message and someone will call you back to 
schedule). 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Nate Stefferud 
Communion Assistant Jon Hetland 
Welcoming Team  Hetland Family 
 
    8 a.m.  
Worship Assistant   Arianna Stugen 
Communion Assistant Steve Ahles 
Welcoming Team  Mitchell Family 
 
    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Lexi Marinelli 
Communion Assistant Kyle Twite 
Welcoming Team  Haldeman Family 
 
Altar Guild for January – Wendy Amundson 
 

 

WE THANK - Joey Barnett for filling in as choir director while Eric Sorenson 
is in Arizona.  Joey is a graduate of UW-Eau Claire, a member of the Coulee 
Chordsmen, and teaches Elementary Music in Black River Falls.  We 
appreciate his willingness to substitute!  Please welcome him if you get the 
opportunity. 
 
 
CONFIRMATION AFTER SCHOOL & CLASS 

Wednesday, January 11 
3:30 pm - After School 
5:30 pm - Meal 
6 pm - 6 grade - Class 
6 pm - 7&8 grade – Electives 
7 pm - 9 Confirm w/parents Stewardship A 

 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays is back!  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have 
provided. 
 
 
ANNUAL MEETING - The 2023 Annual Meeting for Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
will be held on Sunday, January 29, 2023 following the 10:30 AM service.   
 
 
BLOOD DRIVE – Thursday, January 19 12:30-5:30 pm @ Presbyterian Church 
West Salem. 
 
 
Check out the January newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/

