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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God gathers us through Word and 
Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive God’s gift of 
grace.  God has made us his people through our baptism and 
keeps us close to him through the preaching of the word and God’s 
presence in the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  We give 
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us, and we 
depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.  May 
God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed by your 
presence. If you have no church home we invite you to join with us 
and consider Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not 
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part of your faith 
journey, please speak with one of the pastors. 
 
 
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and pass the 
fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the rack when done. 
 
 
 
OFFERING:  No offering is collected during our worship this day; 
however, we do welcome your support of our ministries and 
thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

Offering plates are available as you leave the 
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church 
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 
your gift amount to 608-471-7267 and follow the 
instructions on the response you receive. Thank 
you for your generosity and support of our work 
together. 
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Order of Worship 
       *Please stand as you are able 

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME  
 
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   pp 211-212 (in front of hymnal) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
*HYMN   “Let Justice Flow like Streams” #717 
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*GREETING  page 203 (in front of hymnal) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*KYRIE    page 203 (in front of hymnal) 

 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  page 204 (in front of hymnal) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your 
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a 
hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for 
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  
  “What Does the Lord Require of You” (10:30 a.m.) 

Senior Choir 
 

READING  Micah 6:1-8 
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1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the 
mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you 
mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his 
people, and he will contend with Israel. 3“O my people, what 
have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you 
from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, 
and Miriam. 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of 
Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what 
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving 
acts of the LORD.” 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and 
bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall 
I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for 
the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   page 205 (in front of hymnal) 
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*GOSPEL  Matthew 5:1-12 

The Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord! 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after 
he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, 
and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN   “To Be Your Presence”   #546 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS  

P: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

(After a brief silence…The congregation is invited to read aloud 
individually the prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than 
one person reads the petition, all the better!) 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, 
teach us to boast only in the cross. Shape your church to be 
people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; 
the mountains and hills echo with your holiness. When we 
mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us 
with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable 
leaders who seek justice, love mercy, and pursue peace. 
Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. 
Prosper the work of peacemakers. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are 
regarded as foolish, weak, low, and despised; reveal your power 
and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your life, 
strength, and wisdom to all in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your 
saving acts. Remind us how your faithfulness brought us through 
difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish 
the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Loving God, send your love, and watch over your servants to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus. Be with our confirmation students, 
especially Ethan and Isaiah as they seek to grow in their 
discipleship, and guide their families that together they may 
reflect your love and grace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place. 
Trusting you accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in 
every trial, we trust you abide with your people always. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 
wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   And also with you.  

 (Please share a sign of peace with those around you.) 

 
MISSION MOMENT 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  page 208 (in front of hymnal) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
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us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the 
Lord’s Table.  Younger children are invited to come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

Both wine and grape juice is available – grape juice glasses are circled in 
purple.  Gluten free wafers are also available.  
 

AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God”  page 208 (in front of hymnal) 

 
COMMUNION HYMN  “I Love to Tell the Story”  #661 
 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 
oppressor’s rod bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. Amen. 
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*HYMN   “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” #551 

 
*DISMISSAL    (Done from the back of the church) 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 

OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   612-0217 
  Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor  612-0217 
  Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
  Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 

  Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
   Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director 



 13 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
    6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant  Arianna Clements 
Communion Assistant Judy Gilbert 
Welcoming Team  Vick Family 
 
    8 a.m.  
Worship Assistant   Candace Drury 
Communion Assistant Sue Ahles 
Welcoming Team  Drury Family 
 
    10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant  Anna Gross 
Communion Assistant Gillian Twite 
Welcoming Team  Linse Family 
 
Altar Guild for January  Wendy Amundson 
 

 

WE THANK - Joey Barnett for filling in as choir director while Eric Sorenson 
is in Arizona.  Joey is a graduate of UW-Eau Claire, a member of the Coulee 
Chordsmen, and teaches Elementary Music in Black River Falls.  We 
appreciate his willingness to substitute!  Please welcome him if you get the 
opportunity. 
 
 
CONFIRMATION AFTER SCHOOL & CLASS 

Wednesday, February 1 
3:30 pm - After School 
5:30 pm - Meal 
6 pm - 6 grade - Class 
6 pm - 7&8 grade – Electives 
7 pm - 9 Confirm w/parents Stewardship B 

 
 
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP - A time for fellowship and treats between services on 
Sundays.  Please sign up to bring treats or to serve what others have provided. 
 
 
ANNUAL MEETING - The 2023 Annual Meeting for Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
will be held on Sunday, January 29, 2023 following the 10:30 AM service.   
 
 
 
Check out the January newsletter (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/
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HUNGRY JAR FOR JANUARY - 
 
The mission of the Women’s Clothes Closet of Our Savior’s LaCrosse is to provide 
gently used clothing to women who are entering the workforce, in the workforce, or 
otherwise in need.  Started in 1997, the Women’s Clothes Closet was created as a 
project by a student social worker at the University of Wisconsin – La Crosse.  In 
2019, the Women’s Clothes Closet had 1,622 clients and received 968 donations 
that included clothing, shoes, new undergarments, jewelry, accessories, coats, 
make-up, and personal care items.  New visitors to the Women’s Clothes Closet can 
choose three complete outfits. Returning visitors can select one outfit per visit, up 
to two times per month. No questions are asked about income or employment 
status. 
 
At this time, they are especially in need of undergarments in very specific sizes. 
Unlike most clothes, undergarments must be new (still in the package) and not 
gently used. The folks at Our Savior’s are good stewards of the resources they 
receive to purchase the necessary items to keep their clients appropriately clothed.  
 
The Hungry Jar for January is to provide resources to purchase the undergarments, 
but if you have items you wish to donate, the Women’s Clothes Closet needs gently 
used in-season clothing that is fashionable, clean, and in good repair.  Bras (new), 
shoes, boots, handbags, scarves, and jewelry are also very much appreciated. 
Donations are made by appointment. Please call 608-784-5745 to schedule your 
donation appointment (please leave a message and someone will call you back to 
schedule). 


