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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through
Word and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and
to receive God’s gift of grace. God has made us his
people through our baptism and keeps us close to him
through the preaching of the word and God’s presence
in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. We give
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us,
and we depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our
guests. May God bless this time of worship for you as
we are blessed by your presence. If you have no
church home we invite you to join with us and consider
Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part
of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and
pass the fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the
rack when done.
OFFERING: No offering is collected during our
worship this day; however, we do welcome your
support of our ministries and thank you for your
gifts. Together we make a difference in the lives of
others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text
608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

PRELUDE
WELCOME
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose
steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your
path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often
passed by on the other side. Set us again on
the path of life. Save us from ourselves and
free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
*HYMN

“Praise to the Lord, The Almighty” #858
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate
oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for
truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all
victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your
servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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READING Jeremiah 23:23-29
23

Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God
far off? 24Who can hide in secret places so that I
cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven
and earth? says the LORD. 25I have heard what the
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name,
saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn
back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy
the deceit of their own heart? 27They plan to make
my people forget my name by their dreams that they
tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my
name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream
tell the dream, but let the one who has my word
speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common
with wheat? says the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire,
says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock
in pieces?
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56
The Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus said 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and
how I wish it were already kindled! 50I have a
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I
am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I
have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell
you, but rather division! 52From now on five in one
household will be divided, three against two and two
against three; 53they will be divided: father against
son and son against father, mother against daughter
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against
mother-in-law.” 54He also said to the crowds, “When
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you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately
say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And
when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not
know how to interpret the present time?”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
*HYMN

“God Is Here!”
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#526

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*PRAYERS
P: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come
near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
(Sunday worship - after a brief silence …The
congregation is invited to read aloud individually the
prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than
one person reads the petition, all the better!)

Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for
all who dedicate their lives to serving your people.
Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith
around the globe, and bless the work of our
ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for
all places affected by natural disasters. Transform
the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground
for new life and growth. Fill heaven and earth with
your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all
elected officials. Kindle in them a desire to
administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to
defend those who are vulnerable and to stand
publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed.
We pray for people harmed by racist discrimination,
ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated
against based on their gender identity or sexual
orientation. Rescue us from all systems that degrade
our fellow human beings. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for
this community, celebrating with those who rejoice
and weeping with those who weep. In our joy and in
our tears, be near us. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we
remember the saints who have gone before us. May
we run with perseverance the race set before us until
we find our rest in you. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful
God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
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*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please share a sign of peace with those around you.)

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace.
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion, bringing to us the gift of forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s
Table. Younger children are invited to come forward to receive
a blessing.
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses
are circled in purple. Gluten free wafers are also available.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Life-giving God, through this meal you have
bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and
stranger, that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen
*BLESSING
The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you, comfort you, and show you the path of life this
day and always.
Amen.
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*HYMN

“Lead On, O King Eternal!”

*DISMISSAL

(Done from the back of the church)

Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org

Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor
612-0217
Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor
612-0217
Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music
Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org
Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant. Worship
Musician
Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director

IT’S SCHOOL KIT TIME!
Start watching for school supplies for the school kits we
assemble and send, literally around the world, through
Lutheran World Relief!
Each School kit contains the following:
1 – 30 cm ruler
1 – pencil sharpener
1 – BLUNT scissors
5 – unsharpened pencils
1 – box 24 crayons
1 – 2-1/2-inch eraser
4 – 70 sheet notebooks (no
loose-leaf paper)
5 – blue or black ball point pens (no gel ink)
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SUMMER LUNCH UPDATE – Thank you to those of you
who volunteered your time preparing and/or serving.
Thank you to those of you who donated items or
money. We are thankful to those in our community
for a variety of large donations of time, money and
products and to our weekly leaders that made each
day of serving go smoothly.

LET’S GET COOKIN – Deadline August 15
If you haven’t done so yet, please submit your
recipe form(s) into the office, send them by
email, or drop them in the mailbox by the East
Avenue entrance. And Sunday School kids
don’t forget to bring your recipes in too and
receive a token from Nicks.

COME AND WORSHIP: - Join us for worship on
Saturdays at 6 PM and Sundays at 8 & 10 AM.
USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the
church website to volunteer.
Check out the August newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …
Masks are optional when you are in the
building. Thank you!
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Gospel on the Green

Worship at the Lion’s Shelter!
Sunday, August 28 – 10 AM
Across from the church parking lot

SOS Band leads worship
Holy Communion celebrated
Bring your own seating
Come and join us as we worship together
outdoors, celebrating the gifts of God’s grace
as summer nears its end!
Saturday and Sunday 8 AM worship remain in the
building.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
August 14, 2022
LECTIONARY 20

Today’s word is difficult to hear, but all too obvious at the same
time. The message of God’s governance among us, which lifts up
the lowly and challenges the mighty, brings division. The good
news brings division because some welcome it with exuberant joy,
since it is the only good news they hear, and some resist it because
it is a profound challenge to human assumptions about God, the
world, and us.
We might be surprised to hear Jesus say he has not come to bring
peace, but division. This is because he insists on a gospel of peace
for everyone, not just a few. The division Jesus speaks of is not the
goal, but it is the inevitable outcome of insisting that everyone is
included in God’s family. Division and conflict are the price he is
willing to pay if that’s what it takes to usher in a world of true
peace rooted in God’s mercy. Jesus paid that price when he was
crucified for his faithfulness to God’s welcoming way.
The church continues the ministry of Jesus when it enters into the
fray of lifting up people the world deems unwelcome or lowly.
Who is excluded or marginalized in your community? Why is this
so? Does your church mirror this exclusion and marginalization, or
does it transcend it with a welcome to those very persons left out
elsewhere? What division has this faithfulness to the gospel
caused?
The most wonderful witness the church gives, and the most
divisive thing it does, is declare forgiveness to every repentant
heart in Christ’s name: the excluded and the exclusive, the lowly
and the mighty. The most beautiful inbreaking of the governance of
God is when humble persons gather around Christ’s table, open
their hands to receive bread and wine, and deeply embrace their
own welcome and their neighbor’s welcome at the very same table.
In that sacramental moment, the peace that led to division turns
into complete peace.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
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