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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through
Word and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and
to receive God’s gift of grace. God has made us his
people through our baptism and keeps us close to him
through the preaching of the word and God’s presence
in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. We give
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us,
and we depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our
guests. May God bless this time of worship for you as
we are blessed by your presence. If you have no
church home we invite you to join with us and consider
Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part
of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and
pass the fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the
rack when done.
OFFERING: No offering is collected during our
worship this day; however, we do welcome your
support of our ministries and thank you for your
gifts. Together we make a difference in the lives of
others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text
608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

PRELUDE
WELCOME
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose
steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your
path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often
passed by on the other side. Set us again on
the path of life. Save us from ourselves and
free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
*HYMN

“Lord of Light”
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#688

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more
ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly
give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour
upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those
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things that weigh on our conscience, and give us
those good things that come only through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Remember”

Jen Linse

READING Genesis 18:20-32
20Then

the LORD said, “How great is the outcry
against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave
their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they
have done altogether according to the outcry that
has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 22So the
men turned from there, and went toward Sodom,
while Abraham remained standing before the LORD.
23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it
for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from
you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far
be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the
whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered,
“Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I
who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the
fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the
whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not
destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke
to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.”
30Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He
answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He
said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He
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answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy
it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry
if I speak just once more. Suppose ten are found
there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not
destroy it.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
The Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord!
1Jesus

was praying in a certain place, and after he
had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord,
teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He
said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed
be your name. Your kingdom come. 3Give us each
day our daily bread. 4And forgive us our sins, for we
ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do
not bring us to the time of trial.” 5And he said to
them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go
to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has
arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And
he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door
has already been locked, and my children are with
me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I
tell you, even though he will not get up and give him
anything because he is his friend, at least because of
his persistence he will get up and give him whatever
he needs. 9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given
you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door
will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for
everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is
there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a
fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you
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then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
*HYMN

“Lord, Be Glorified”

#744

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come
near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
Rooted and built up in Christ, we pray for the church.
Embolden church leaders to take risks for the sake of
the gospel, and equip the baptized to proclaim your
extravagant love for the whole world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in the works of your hands, we pray for the
natural world. Make rivers and lakes, oceans and all
waterways, sparkle with your radiance. Protect water
sources and strengthen those who defend them.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable, we pray for
the peoples of the world. Inspire all rulers and
governing authorities with your justice. Guide the
work of legislators and public officials, that they
advocate for the well-being of those they serve.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neighbors in
need. To all who have hunger, give daily bread. To
all who have bread, give hunger for justice. Open us
to the cries of those who suffer. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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Abounding in thanksgiving, we pray for this
congregation. Bless the prayer and fellowship
ministries in this place. Call us together in times of
praise and blessing, trouble and sorrow, in your holy
name. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Buried with Christ in baptism and raised with him to
new life, we give thanks for your saints who rest in
your eternal presence. Join our voices with theirs as
we sing of your great glory. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God,
and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through
Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen.
*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please share a sign of peace with those around you.)

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace.
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
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HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion, bringing to us the gift of forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s
Table. Younger children are invited to come forward to receive
a blessing.
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses
are circled in purple. Gluten free wafers are also available.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Life-giving God, through this meal you have
bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and
stranger, that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen
*BLESSING
The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you, comfort you, and show you the path of life this
day and always.
Amen.
*HYMN

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #742
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*DISMISSAL

(Done from the back of the church)

Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

WE THANK - Pastor Kris Bjerke-Ulliman for leading
worship this weekend while Pastor Jon is on
vacation. Please greet Pastor Kris.
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OUR SAVIOR’S WORSHIP TEAM
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org

Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor
612-0217
Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org
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Eric Sorenson, Senior Choir Director

BLOOD DRIVE – Monday July 25,
12:30-5:30 PM at the Presbyterian
Church West Salem.

CORN ROAST - Wednesday August 10 - 4:30 - 6:30 pm.
As always, we will need folks to help with
preparations, serving, and bar-making, so look for
the signups at church. The corn roast is a great gift
to the community around us, so come and join us
as we serve the people with a small gift of life!
Contact Carla Burkhardt or Judy Gilbert with
questions.
SUMMER LUNCH UPDATE – Our current needs are:
Fruit cups or pudding cups, granola bars, animal
crackers, chex mix, veggie straws (bulk or family
size is great).
If you have other questions please contact Angie
Hemker (608)780-9172 (text is preferred).
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LET’S GET COOKIN – We need more recipes!
If you haven’t done so yet, please submit
your recipe form(s) into the office, send them
by email, or drop them in the mailbox by the
East Avenue entrance. And Sunday School
kids don’t forget to bring your recipes in too
and receive a token from Nicks.

COME AND WORSHIP: - Join us for worship on
Saturdays at 6 PM and Sundays at 8 & 10 AM.

USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the
church website to volunteer.

Check out the July newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …

Masks are optional when you are in
the building. Thank you!
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
July 24, 2022
LECTIONARY 17
Sometimes when people are in need, they pray. And then they
wait. They wonder. They wait some more, and pray some more. Is
God listening? Will God answer my prayer? Some people may
worry that they have done something to deafen God’s ears to their
needs. Maybe they fear they are unworthy to be heard and helped,
or that their lives don’t matter. Maybe they just give up on
themselves and on God.
Jesus is well aware of the challenges of being a person of faith and
trusting in God when life is tough. He invites people into a deep
trust in God. Why? Because God gives us everything we want,
even if it is bad for us? No! God doesn’t give scorpions to sting us,
even if we ask for them. Jesus invites people into a deep trust in
God because of God’s profound goodness. Jesus urges us to ask
God for the sustenance we need: bread, fish, eggs, mercy, justice,
love. God will give us such good things because God is so good.
The heart of Jesus’ message is rooted in God’s goodness. It is not
centered on our worthiness, but on God’s generous heart. God is
good. God is merciful. God is compassionate. God responds to our
need out of that benevolence. The Good One gives good things for
those in need. This is who God is for us.
This doesn’t resolve our tough and appropriate questions about
when and how prayers get answered. It does tell us that we are
invited to trust that we are cared for no matter what. We are
provided for beyond our comprehension, not because of our
goodness, but because of God’s. We can come forward to Christ’s
table—hungry for acceptance, longing for the bread of mercy—
and know we will receive that bread in our hands.
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