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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through
Word and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and
to receive God’s gift of grace. God has made us his
people through our baptism and keeps us close to him
through the preaching of the word and God’s presence
in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. We give
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us,
and we depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our
guests. May God bless this time of worship for you as
we are blessed by your presence. If you have no
church home we invite you to join with us and consider
Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part
of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and
pass the fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the
rack when done.
OFFERING: No offering is collected during our
worship this day; however, we do welcome your
support of our ministries and thank you for your
gifts. Together we make a difference in the lives of
others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text
608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

WELCOME
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism… now and forever. Amen.
*HYMN

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” #502
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the
sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make
us complete in everything good that we may do your
will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
READING Acts 9:36-43
36

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was
Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted
to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her,
they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was
near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was
there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please
come to us without delay.” 39So Peter got up and
went with them; and when he arrived, they took him
to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside
him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing
that Dorcas had made while she was with them.
40
Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt
down and prayed. He turned to the body and said,
“Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and
seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and
helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows,
he showed her to be alive. 42This became known
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.
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43

Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL John 10:22-30
The Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord!
22

At that time the festival of the Dedication took
place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon.
24
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him,
“How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are
the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “I
have told you, and you do not believe. The works
that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but
you do not believe, because you do not belong to my
sheep. 27My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and
they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they
will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand. 29What my Father has given me is greater than
all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s
hand. 30The Father and I are one.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
*HYMN

“Have No Fear, Little Flock”
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#764

BAPTISM
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(6 p.m.)

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come.
Amen.
*PRAYERS
P: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray
to the God of resurrection for the church, people in
need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
(Sunday worship - after a brief silence …The
congregation is invited to read aloud individually the
prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than
one person reads the petition, all the better!)

Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to
the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing trust, unafraid to
join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a
safe place for those whose environments are
dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making
difficult journeys. Prosper your creation for the sake
of every living thing. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who
mourn on Mother’s Day. Accompany those yearning
to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family
relationships and open us to receive your nurturing
love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Seek out those who weep while they await healing or
consolation. Set people in their path who can
provide the care they need, and wipe away every
tear from their eyes. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ
innovative imagery to stretch our understanding.
Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages.
Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us
to your waters of life. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers,
and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please share a sign of peace with those around you.)
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace.
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are
hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion, bringing to us the gift of forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s
Table. Younger children are invited to come forward to receive
a blessing.
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses
are circled in purple. Gluten free wafers are also available.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread
and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from
this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that
through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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*BLESSING
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living
Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*HYMN

*DISMISSAL

“He Leadeth Me”

(Done from the back of the church)

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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BAPTISM – In the waters of baptism, we welcome
Eleanor Dawn Koenen, daughter of Rachel Koenen
and Preston Radde. Eleanor’s sponsors are Sara
Frank and Hailey Hudzinski.
THANK YOU – to the SOS Band for sharing music
this weekend – Dan Backhaus, Linda Berg, Jon
Hetland, Ken Isler, and Dean Olson.
COME AND WORSHIP:
Join us for worship on Saturdays at 6 PM and
Sundays at 8 AM and 10:30 AM.
USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the
church website to volunteer.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: at 9:15 AM
for 3rd-5th Grade - Sunday, May 8
for PreK-2nd Grade – Sunday May 15
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY:
May 11
6 PM – 6th Grade Class
6 PM – 8th Grade Class
6 PM – Outdoor Gathering for 7th Grade
(and 8th Grade after class)
Check out the May newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …
Masks are optional when you are in
the building. Thank you!
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FEED OUR CHILDREN SUMMER LUNCH
PROGRAM - will be back up and running for summer
2022.
Our current needs are:
Peanut butter, jams and jellies,
ranch dressing, fruit cups or
pudding cups, animal crackers,
chex mix, veggie straws (bulk or
family size is great). And Zip-lock
bags (snack size only at this
time).
If you are interested in helping to prepare food,
serve or deliver meals, or have other questions
please contact Angie Hemker (608)780-9172 (text is
preferred). Please pray for another successful
serving season.
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June Dairy Days
June Dairy Days is approaching quickly!
The festival is June 3, 4, and 5 and we
hope you can volunteer for both the Fun
Run and the Food Stand.

The Fun Run is held Saturday, June 4.
•

Volunteers are needed to help with
registration, set-up, and serving as
crossing guards from 6:30 - 9:30 AM.
Sign up sheets will be available at
church or contact Judy Gilbert to
indicate your ability: (608) 797-3001

•

Runners/walkers are also needed for the 5K or 5 Mile
run or walk! Registration is open:
www.eventbrite.com/e/315637539377
Registrations received by May 19 receive a t-shirt, but
online registration is open through the morning of June
4. Spread the word!

AND …
There are LOTS of opportunities to help at the Food Stand
(at Village Park) which serves food all weekend. Grillers,
servers, ticket workers, window workers, and shift leaders
are needed. Youth and their families are especially
encouraged to help out on all shifts. Sign-up sheets for
helping will be available at church and online at:
https://signup.com/go/DZmNnUq. In order to indicate you’re
with our group, please add “OSLC” after your name so we
know which folks are coming from which area church.
Families can sign up for several spots in the same shift.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
May 8, 2022
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
As a group corners Jesus in the portico at the time of the festival of
the Dedication, they are intent on determining whether he is the
Messiah. Jesus’ response points to two things: the words he has
spoken and the testimony of his works. Jesus’ words and works are
aligned, and this integrity is grounded in the unity of Jesus and the
Father.
People are complicated. We have an ability to justify ourselves
when our speech and our actions do not align. We have a capacity
to hold together contradictory ideas, some of which can be full of
love, others of which can be harmful to our neighbors. We are not
sometimes good and sometimes sinful, but both at once.
How does this paradox impact our integrity and our witness? Our
words and actions matter in that they affect other people. To the
extent that we can put effort into aligning our speech and our deeds
in faithful ways, we should do so, but ultimately it is Jesus who
draws us into alignment. The voice of Jesus is like the magnetic
force that brings the compass needle to point north, or like the
mechanic who adjusts the alignment on a car so it will steer
straight.
We will inevitably get out of alignment with our values and our
faith from time to time, but the voice of the Shepherd is always
there to invite us back into alignment with grace and love. As we
seek to live with faithful integrity, we do so with the promise that
we cannot be snatched away from God.
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