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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through
Word and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and
to receive God’s gift of grace. God has made us his
people through our baptism and keeps us close to him
through the preaching of the word and God’s presence
in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. We give
thanks today for the gift of faith God has planted in us,
and we depart to be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our
guests. May God bless this time of worship for you as
we are blessed by your presence. If you have no
church home we invite you to join with us and consider
Our Savior’s as your church home. If you are not
baptized and would like to talk about baptism as part
of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.
FELLOWSHIP PADS: We ask everyone to sign and
pass the fellowship pad in the pew and return it to the
rack when done.
OFFERING: No offering is collected during our
worship this day; however, we do welcome your
support of our ministries and thank you for your
gifts. Together we make a difference in the lives of
others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the
sanctuary. For online giving go to the church
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text
608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

WELCOME
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism… now and forever. Amen.
*HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound” #367
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our
actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most
excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit,
we may know goodness and peace, through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Come Now, You Blessed”

Dottie Baumgartner and Ilene Pavelko

Christ, when we meet you out on life’s road-ways,
looking to us in the faces of need,
then may we know you, welcome and show you
love that is faithful in word and in deed.

READING Acts 11:1-18
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1

Now the apostles and the believers who were in
Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the
word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem,
the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying,
“Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step
by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying,
and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.
6
As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals,
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and
eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But
a second time the voice answered from heaven,
‘What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.’ 10This happened three times; then
everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that
very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea,
arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told
me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house.
13
He told us how he had seen the angel standing in
his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring
Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will
be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit
fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord,
how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God
gave them the same gift that he gave us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I
could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance
that leads to life.”
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL John 13:31-35
The Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord!
31

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in
him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.
33
Little children, I am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so
now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot
come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. 35By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON
*HYMN

“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”

6

#377

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come.
Amen.
*PRAYERS
P: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray
to the God of resurrection for the church, people in
need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
(Sunday worship - after a brief silence …The
congregation is invited to read aloud individually the
prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than
one person reads the petition, all the better!)

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than
our own prejudices or desires, as the church cares
for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in
those we least expect. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and
majesty of the natural world around us. Urge us
toward more deliberate care of the world you have
made. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor.
Direct them to the people who need their attention
most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard
wealth or power. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or
distress. As Christ enters our deepest suffering,
remain with those experiencing despair and great
need. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships
and communities. By your love heal us, convict us,
and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our
churches and communities. Let everyone know your
goodness by the love we show one another. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Give us a place in the diverse company of your
beloved saints. Teach us the value of each person’s
identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your
children, kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
P: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers,
and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

(Please share a sign of peace with those around you.)
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed our right, our duty and our joy, that we
should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace.
*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.

10

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are
hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord Jesus

Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion, bringing to us the gift of forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life, are welcome to gather at the Lord’s
Table. Younger children are invited to come forward to receive
a blessing.
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape juice glasses
are circled in purple. Gluten free wafers are also available.

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread
and cup we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from
this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that
through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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*BLESSING
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living
Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*HYMN

“Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” #452

*DISMISSAL

(Done from the back of the church)

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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COME AND WORSHIP: Join us for worship on
Saturdays at 6 PM and Sundays at 8 and 10:30 AM.
USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the
church website to volunteer.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: at 9:15 AM
for PreK-2nd Grade – Sunday May 15
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY:
May 18
6 PM – 6th Grade Class
6 PM – 7th & 8th Grade Electives
BLOOD DRIVE: Monday, May 23 at the Presbyterian
Church West Salem 12:30 – 5:30 pm.
Check out the May newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …
Masks are optional when you are in
the building. Thank you!

13

FEED OUR CHILDREN SUMMER LUNCH
PROGRAM - will be back up and running for summer 2022.
Our current needs are:
Peanut butter, jams and jellies, ranch
dressing, fruit cups or pudding cups,
animal crackers, chex mix, veggie
straws (bulk or family size is great).
And Zip-lock bags (snack size only at
this time).
If you are interested in helping to prepare
food, serve or deliver meals, or have other questions please
contact Angie Hemker (608)780-9172 (text is preferred).
Please pray for another successful serving season.
LET’S GET COOKIN…
In case you haven’t heard … as part of Pastor Jean’s
sabbatical, a new cookbook project is on the horizon, but
she can’t do it alone.

That’s where YOU come in … providing the
necessary recipes for a new cookbook.
While Pastor Jean is on sabbatical, the
congregation is invited to submit your favorite recipe(s), and
when Pastor Jean returns, she (along with a few helpers) will
compile the recipes and create a new cookbook.
As you share your recipes, you are also invited to share a
short note/comment about why the recipe is special to you.
What’s a recipe without a story!
Recipe forms are available in the office or on the front page
of the church website. Drop your submissions off in the
office, send them by email, or drop them in the mailbox by
the East Avenue entrance by July 15.
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June Dairy Days
June Dairy Days is approaching quickly!
The festival is June 3, 4, and 5 and we
hope you can volunteer for both the Fun
Run and the Food Stand.

The Fun Run is held Saturday, June 4.
•

Volunteers are needed to help with
registration, set-up, and serving as
crossing guards from 6:30 - 9:30 AM.
Sign up sheets will be available at
church or contact Judy Gilbert to
indicate your ability: (608) 797-3001

•

Runners/walkers are also needed for the 5K or 5 Mile
run or walk! Registration is open:
www.eventbrite.com/e/315637539377
Registrations received by May 19 receive a t-shirt, but
online registration is open through the morning of June
4. Spread the word!

AND …
There are LOTS of opportunities to help at the Food Stand
(at Village Park) which serves food all weekend. Grillers,
servers, ticket workers, window workers, and shift leaders
are needed. Youth and their families are especially
encouraged to help out on all shifts. Sign-up sheets for
helping will be available at church and online at:
https://signup.com/go/DZmNnUq. In order to indicate you’re
with our group, please add “OSLC” after your name so we
know which folks are coming from which area church.
Families can sign up for several spots in the same shift.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
May 15, 2022
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
As Jesus in today’s gospel prepares the disciples for his imminent
departure, he tells them that they will look for him but won’t be
able to join him where he is going. It will not be long before the
women are at the tomb in the early morning, only to find it empty.
We also look for Jesus, but perhaps we don’t know that we are
engaged in the search. We are constantly seeking purpose and
answers, turning to self-help books, inspirational videos, exercise
programs, and new ways of organizing our stuff. Billboards and
magazine covers highlight our flaws while offering the next best
solution to make us happy and well.
These opportunities can be compelling, and some of them will
prove successful in managing some aspects of life. But these
solutions don’t turn up what we’re really looking for: to be truly
loved and known, secure and whole. We find this security only in
the love of God. Yet, in this Easter season we are reminded that we
do not need to seek Jesus; rather, Jesus seeks out and finds us. We
cannot go where Jesus goes, leading the way through death to new
life, but Jesus ultimately finds us wherever we are, even when we
are most lost. The women found an empty tomb, but Jesus is not
gone. The resurrected Jesus finds them!
In finding us, Jesus also directs our searching by giving us a
commandment: “Love one another” (John 13:34). In seeking to
love one another, we are reminded again and again that the great
love of God has already found us.
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