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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through Word
and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive
God’s gift of grace. God has made us his people through our
baptism and keeps us close to him through the preaching of
the word and God’s presence in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. We give thanks today for the gift of faith God
has planted in us, and we depart to be faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.
May God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed
by your presence. If you have no church home we invite you
to join with us and consider Our Savior’s as your church home.
If you are not baptized and would like to talk about baptism as
part of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.

OFFERING: No offering is collected during our worship this
day; however, we do welcome your support of our ministries
and thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference
in the lives of others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the sanctuary. For
online giving go to the church website:
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

Welcome
Meditation:

Psalm 63:1-8

1

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my
soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a
dry and weary land where there is no water.
2
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.
3
For your steadfast love is better than life itself; my
lips shall give you praise.
4
So will I bless you as long as I live and lift up my
hands in your name.
5
My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, and
my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
6
when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate
on you in the night watches.
7
For you have been my helper, and under the
shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
8
My whole being clings to you; your right hand holds
me fast.
*Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of God, who makes a way in the
wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our
pilgrimage. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

3

Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from
you: we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again
to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure
us again of your love, and help us to love our
neighbor. Amen.
Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and
all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God
comes to you again and again and gathers you under
wings of love. In Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live
in love. Amen.
*Prayer of the Day
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our
troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word
and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in
our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
*Gospel

Luke 13:31-35

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson
about whether suffering is deserved into a hard call to
obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that
the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by
patience.
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1

At that very time there were some present who told
him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had
mingled with their sacrifices.2Jesus asked them, “Do
you think that because these Galileans suffered in
this way they were worse sinners than all other
Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you
will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who
were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—
do you think that they were worse offenders than all
the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they
did.” 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig
tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for
fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the
gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none.
Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He
replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig
around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next
year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it
down.’ ”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn

“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”
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*Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Prayers
P: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these
prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.
(Sunday worship - after a brief silence …The congregation is
invited to read aloud individually the prayer petitions as the
spirit moves them. If more than one person reads the petition,
all the better!)

We pray for the church around the world in all its
forms: for pastors, deacons, bishops, chaplains, and
mission developers; for church councils, committee
chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations
that contemplate difficult decisions about the future
of their ministry. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the health of this planet and the well-being of its
creatures: for lands impacted by droughts and at risk
of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce
fruit for our nourishment and delight; for animal
habitats threatened by climate change. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those called into positions of civic responsibility:
for judges, attorneys, and court administrators
tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice;
for activists and community leaders who cast a vision
of a more compassionate and equitable society.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who
live in poverty and experience hunger; for any who
feel tested beyond their strength; for those who are
hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of
healing. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for
those whose faith leads them to speak difficult truths
and engage in difficult conversations with
policymakers; for those who promote mercy over
vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For your servants that they may be faithful disciples.
Be with our confirmation students, especially Colin,
Sydni, and Eve as they seek to grow in their
discipleship, and guide their families that together
they may reflect your love and grace. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we
give thanks. With all the saints, we praise you for the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
P: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of
a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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*Communion Liturgy
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*Invitation to Communion
Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be
filled.
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HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord
Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine
of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are
welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. Younger
children are invited to come forward to receive a
blessing.
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape
juice glasses are purple. Gluten free wafers are
also available.
Distribution
*Post Communion Prayer
Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have
fed us with your body, the bread of life. Now send us
forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
Amen.
Hymn

“Restore in Us, O God”
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*Blessing
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of
gladness and strengthened for the journey. Almighty
God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, bless you this
day and always.
Amen.
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.

LENTEN WORSHIP @ 6 PM
Wednesdays, March 23 - April 6
We gather in the sanctuary, but each
week we head out on a journey
through West Salem. Join us as we explore what it means
to be a baptized child of God using familiar spots, themes,
and hopes and dreams. And you will even head home
each week with a small “take-home souvenir.”
This service will be posted as a YouTube video later each
evening.
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COME AND WORSHIP:
Join us for worship on Saturdays at 6 PM and Sundays at
8 AM and 10:30 AM.

USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the church
website to volunteer.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: at 9:15 AM
for PreK-2nd Grade - Sunday, March 20
for 3rd-5th Grade - Sunday, March 27

Check out the March newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …

Masks are optional when you are in
the building. Thank you!
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