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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through Word
and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive
God’s gift of grace. God has made us his people through our
baptism and keeps us close to him through the preaching of
the word and God’s presence in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. We give thanks today for the gift of faith God
has planted in us, and we depart to be faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.
May God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed
by your presence. If you have no church home we invite you
to join with us and consider Our Savior’s as your church home.
If you are not baptized and would like to talk about baptism as
part of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.

OFFERING: No offering is collected during our worship this
day; however, we do welcome your support of our ministries
and thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference
in the lives of others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the sanctuary. For
online giving go to the church website:
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

Welcome
Meditation:

Psalm 27

1

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then
shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of
whom shall I be afraid?
2
When evildoers close in against me to devour my
flesh, they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble
and fall.
3
Though an army encamp against me, my heart will
not fear. Though war rise up against me, my trust
will not be shaken.
4
One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; that I
may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my
life; to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek
God in the temple.
5
For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and
raise me high up on a rock.
6
Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies
who surround me. Therefore I will offer sacrifice in
the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and
make music to the LORD.
7
Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on
me and answer me.
8
My heart speaks your message “Seek my face.”
Your face, O LORD, I will seek.
9
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from
your servant in anger. Cast me not away—you have
been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my
salvation.
10
Though my father and my mother forsake me, the
LORD will take me in.
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11

Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me on a level
path, because of my oppressors.
12
Subject me not to the will of my foes, for they rise
up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
13
This I believe that I will see the goodness of the
LORD in the land of the living!
14
Wait for the LORD and be strong. Take heart and
wait for the LORD!
*Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of God, who makes a way in the
wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our
pilgrimage. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from
you: we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again
to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure
us again of your love, and help us to love our
neighbor. Amen.
Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and
all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, God
comes to you again and again and gathers you under
wings of love. In Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live
in love. Amen.
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*Prayer of the Day
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you
promise everlasting life to the world. Gather all
peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your
mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

*Gospel

Luke 13:31-35

Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to
maternal love will deter Jesus from his sacrificial mission.
31

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to
Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill
you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me,
‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing
cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I
finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next
day I must be on my way, because it is impossible
for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’
34
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have I desired to gather your children together
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you
were not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And
I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes
when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord.’ ”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
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*Hymn

“Thy Holy Wings”

#613

*Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Prayers
P: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these
prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.
A brief silence.

(Sunday worship - after a brief silence …The
congregation is invited to read aloud individually the
prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than
one person reads the petition, all the better!)
You gather the church into a community of mercy
and grace. Unify Christians around the globe in
efforts to proclaim good news even in the face of
opposition and to protect those whose lives are
imperiled by the gospel. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You create the entire universe and call it good.
Hinder those who would cause further destruction to
our planet’s fragile ecosystems, and augment the
calls of those who advocate for thoughtful
stewardship of the earth’s resources. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You raise up leaders committed to love and justice.
Nurture in those who govern patience to receive
criticism, openness to new ideas, and courage to
change course when needed for the sake of the
common good. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those
expecting a child, and console those who have
experienced miscarriage. Comfort veterans enduring
post-traumatic stress. Shield those endangered by
domestic violence. Uphold those who are ill or
grieving. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You kindle faith that moves us into action. Guide
children and adults preparing for baptism or
confirmation. Empower Sunday school teachers,
confirmation leaders, and parents who share their
faith with younger generations. Give us all a renewed
sense of vocation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You watch over your servants that they may be
faithful disciples. Be with our confirmation students,
especially Jesse, Bella, and Nate as they seek to
grow in their discipleship, and guide their families
that together they may reflect your love and grace.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You welcome us into your heavenly realm. We give
thanks for those whose labors on earth are ended
and who now rest with you. On the final day, gather
all of us, with them, in your loving arms. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
P: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of
a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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*Communion Liturgy
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*Invitation to Communion
Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be
filled.
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord
Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine
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of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are
welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. Younger
children are invited to come forward to receive a
blessing.
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape
juice glasses are purple. Gluten free wafers are
also available.
Distribution
Special Music “Draw Me Nearer”

Jen Linse

*Post Communion Prayer
Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have
fed us with your body, the bread of life. Now send us
forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
Amen.
Hymn

“Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth” #727
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*Blessing
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of
gladness and strengthened for the journey. Almighty
God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, bless you this
day and always.
Amen.
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
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LENTEN WORSHIP @ 6 PM
Wednesdays, March 16 - April 6
We gather in the sanctuary, but each
week we head out on a journey
through West Salem. Join us as we explore what it means
to be a baptized child of God using familiar spots, themes,
and hopes and dreams. And you will even head home
each week with a small “take-home souvenir.”
This service will be posted as a YouTube video later each
evening.
BLOOD DRIVE – March 14, 12:30-5:30 p.m. at the WS
Presbyterian Church.
COME AND WORSHIP:
Join us for worship on Saturdays at 6 PM and Sundays at
8 AM and 10:30 AM.
USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the church
website to volunteer.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: at 9:15 AM
for 3rd-5th Grade - Sunday, March 13
for PreK-2nd Grade - Sunday, March 20

Check out the March newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …

Masks are optional when you are in
the building. Thank you!
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