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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through Word
and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive
God’s gift of grace. God has made us his people through our
baptism and keeps us close to him through the preaching of
the word and God’s presence in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. We give thanks today for the gift of faith God
has planted in us, and we depart to be faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.
May God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed
by your presence. If you have no church home we invite you
to join with us and consider Our Savior’s as your church home.
If you are not baptized and would like to talk about baptism as
part of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.

OFFERING: No offering is collected during our worship this
day; however, we do welcome your support of our ministries
and thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference
in the lives of others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the sanctuary. For
online giving go to the church website:
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

Welcome
Meditation:

Psalm 99

1

The LORD is king; let the people tremble. The LORD is
enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
2
The LORD, great in Zion, is high above all peoples.
3
Let them confess God’s name, which is great and
awesome; God is the Holy One.
4
O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established
equity; you have executed justice and righteousness
in Jacob.
5
Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down
before God’s footstool; God is the Holy One.
6
Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel
among those who call upon your name, O LORD, they
called upon you, and you answered them,
7
you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; they
kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave
them.
8
O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; you
were a God who forgave them, yet punished them
for their evil deeds.
9
Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship
upon God’s holy hill; for the LORD our God is the Holy
One.
*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates us,
redeems us, and calls us by name. Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children. We have turned our
faces away from your glory when it did not
appear as we expected. We have rejected your
word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you
called us to welcome. Accept our repentance
for the things we have done and the things we
have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that
we may bathe in the glory of your Son born
among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news: In Christ Jesus, your sins
are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors
of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of
God. Amen.
*Prayer of the Day
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our
knowing, yet we see your glory in the face of Jesus
Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son,
who renewed our humanity so that we may share in
his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
*Gospel

Luke 9:28-43a
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The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is
enclosed in a dazzling foreshadowing of the resurrection. God
affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned speechless,
and Jesus resumes his mission with a demonstration of his
power over evil.
28

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus
took with him Peter and John and James, and went
up on the mountain to pray. 29And while he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling white. 30Suddenly they saw
two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They
appeared in glory and were speaking of his
departure, which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and his companions were
weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed
awake, they saw his glory and the two men who
stood with him. 33Just as they were leaving him,
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he
said. 34While he was saying this, a cloud came and
overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they
entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a
voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to
him!” 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no
one any of the things they had seen. 37On the next
day, when they had come down from the mountain,
a great crowd met him. 38Just then a man from the
crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my
son; he is my only child. 39Suddenly a spirit seizes
him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until
he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will
scarcely leave him. 40I begged your disciples to cast
it out, but they could not.” 41Jesus answered, “You
faithless and perverse generation, how much longer
must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your
son here.” 42While he was coming, the demon
5

dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus
rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave
him back to his father. 43aAnd all were astounded at
the greatness of God.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn

“Shine Jesus Shine”
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#671

*Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Prayers
P: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in
abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.

(Sunday worship - after a brief silence …The
congregation is invited to read aloud individually the
prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than
one person reads the petition, all the better!)
Transform us by your greatness, O God. Send us
down the mountain to share joy with all people.
Make us agents of change, confident that your hope
will vanquish despair and your goodness will conquer
evil. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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The mountains and valleys sing your praise. Dazzle
us with your presence in every landscape: bluffs built
by ancient glaciers, canyons carved by flowing rivers,
flat horizons with uninterrupted views, and sands
shaped by ocean tides. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You love justice and establish equity. Strengthen
leaders of local governments, community nonprofits,
and grassroots campaigns. Bless them with gifts of
integrity, creativity, and sound conscience. Build up
safe and joyful communities where all people may
thrive. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Heal those who are in distress. Give patience to
those waiting for answers. Grant hope to those who
have reached the limits of treatment. Give
compassionate hearts to those who accompany loved
ones through illness and uncertainty. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Today we shout alleluia from the mountaintop; this
week we enter the wilderness of Lent. Bless all who
prepare and lead us in worship during this change of
season: pastors, deacons, musicians, and all who
contribute to our worship life. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Watch over your servants that they may be faithful
disciples. Be with our confirmation students,
especially Bennett and Hailey as they seek to grow in
their discipleship, and guide their families that
together they may reflect your love and grace. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.

8

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Blessed are they who listened to Christ’s voice in this
life and now rest with him. Transform us from glory
into glory, and give us your peace, that we do not
lose heart. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
P: Since we have such great hope in your promises,
O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.
*Communion Liturgy
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
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*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*Invitation to Communion
Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and
enough for all.
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord
Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine
of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are
welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. Younger
children are invited to come forward to receive a
blessing.
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape
juice glasses are purple. Gluten free wafers are
also available.
Distribution
Special Music

“Beautiful Savior”

Carla Burkhardt & Melissa Haldeman
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*Post Communion Prayer
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have
feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to
bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace in your
Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Hymn

“Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

#318

Farewell to The Alleluias
*Blessing
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,
bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever. Amen.
11

*Hymn

“We Are Marching in The Light” #866
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*Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good
news.
Thanks be to God.

ASH WEDNESDAY - March 2
• 7:30 - 8:45 am - drive through ashes and Holy
Communion in the parking lot. Bring your
elements, receive ashes and short devotions - and
stay in your warm car.
• 6 pm – worship in the sanctuary with ashes and Holy
Communion - music, message, and a souvenir to
take home!

LENTEN WORSHIP @ 6 PM
Wednesdays, March 9 - April 6
We gather in the sanctuary, but each
week we head out on a journey through West Salem. Join
us as we explore what it means to be a baptized child of
God using familiar spots, themes, and hopes and dreams.
And you will even head home each week with a small
“take-home souvenir.”
This service will be posted as a YouTube video later each
evening.
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COME AND WORSHIP:
Join us for worship on Saturdays at 6 PM and
Sundays at 8 AM and 10:30 AM.
USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the
church website to volunteer.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: at 9:15 AM
for 3rd-5th Grade - Sunday, February 27
for PreK-2nd Grade - Sunday, March 5
NEW MEMBERS / EVENING STUDY - Just what
does it mean to be Lutheran? Join us on Tuesday at
6:30 pm - March 1 & 8 to find out. Pastor Jon will
lead a four-session study on faith and life as a
Lutheran. Whether you’re interested in becoming a
new member or you just want to explore our faith,
have fun along the way, and make new connections,
we’d love to have you.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – Friday, March 4 at the
West Salem Presbyterian Church. There will be a
fellowship gathering at the church at 9 a.m. with
coffee and treats served by the women of West
Salem Presbyterian. The prayer service, led by
women from various churches in the area, will begin
at 10 a.m. All are welcome.
Check out the March newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …

Remember – masks are required
when you are in the building. Thank
you!
14

