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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through Word
and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive
God’s gift of grace. God has made us his people through our
baptism and keeps us close to him through the preaching of
the word and God’s presence in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. We give thanks today for the gift of faith God
has planted in us, and we depart to be faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.
May God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed
by your presence. If you have no church home we invite you
to join with us and consider Our Savior’s as your church home.
If you are not baptized and would like to talk about baptism as
part of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.

OFFERING: No offering is collected during our worship this
day; however, we do welcome your support of our ministries
and thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference
in the lives of others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the sanctuary. For
online giving go to the church website:
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

Welcome
Meditation:

Psalm 29

1

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD
glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of
glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice
of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the
LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount
Hermon like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning
flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the
LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the
LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD
sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11
O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O
LORD, the blessings of peace.
*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates us,
redeems us, and calls us by name. Amen.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children. We have turned our
faces away from your glory when it did not
appear as we expected. We have rejected your
word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you
called us to welcome. Accept our repentance
for the things we have done and the things we
have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that
we may bathe in the glory of your Son born
among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news: In Christ Jesus, your sins
are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors
of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of
God.
Amen.
*Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with
the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved
Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be
called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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*Gospel

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the
Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah;
instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether
the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God
settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21

Now when all the people were baptized, and when
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
Sermon
*Hymn

“Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized”
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Recognition of Baptism
*Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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*Prayers
P: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in
abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.

(Sunday worship - after a brief silence …The
congregation is invited to read aloud individually the
prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than
one person reads the petition, all the better!)
By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send
it out in mission to share the good news of Jesus.
Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer
and service, that all people know they are precious in
God’s sight. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You reveal your love and power through water and
the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water
from destruction and pollution. Secure access to
clean water for all, and protect the land from drought
and flood. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace.
Raise up leaders who will protect vulnerable people
in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk
reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and
justice. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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You protect us through the fires and troubled waters
of this life. Assure us that we will not be cut off from
you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion
or weakness. Comfort all who are in need. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one
another. Bless those who are newly baptized and
those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be
faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service,
and justice-seeking. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You sent Jesus to watch over your servants to be
faithful disciples. Be with our confirmation students,
especially Isaiah, Autumn, and Jessalyn as they seek
to grow in their discipleship, and guide their families
that together they may reflect your love and grace.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You created each of your saints for your glory. We
give thanks for those you have called by name into
your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and
release us from fear. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
P: Since we have such great hope in your promises,
O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our
Savior.
Amen.
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*Communion Liturgy
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*Invitation to Communion
Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and
enough for all.
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HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord
Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine
of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are
welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. Younger
children are invited to come forward to receive a
blessing.
Both wine and grape juice are available – grape
juice glasses are purple. Gluten free wafers are
also available.
Distribution
*Post Communion Prayer
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have
feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to
bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace in your
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
*Hymn

“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”
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*Blessing
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,
bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever. Amen.
*Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good
news.
Thanks be to God.
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COME AND WORSHIP:
Join us for worship on Saturdays at 6 PM and
Sundays at 8 AM and 10:30 AM.
USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the
church website to volunteer.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: at 9:15 AM
for 3rd-5th Grade - Sunday, January 9
for PreK–2nd Grade - Sunday, January 16
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY:
January 12 6 PM – 6th Grade class
6 PM – 8th Grade Class
7 PM – 9th Grade students and parents
Salvation Army Serving – Volunteers are needed
to help serve the evening meal at the Salvation Army
on the first Friday of each month. To sign up, go to
SignUpGenius.
Annual Congregation Meeting - Sunday, January
30th following 10:30 am worship.
Check out the January newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …
Remember – masks are
required when you are in the
building. Thank you!
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