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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God gathers us through Word
and Sacrament to celebrate God’s presence and to receive
God’s gift of grace. God has made us his people through our
baptism and keeps us close to him through the preaching of
the word and God’s presence in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. We give thanks today for the gift of faith God
has planted in us, and we depart to be faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ.
We extend a special welcome to those who are our guests.
May God bless this time of worship for you as we are blessed
by your presence. If you have no church home we invite you
to join with us and consider Our Savior’s as your church home.
If you are not baptized and would like to talk about baptism as
part of your faith journey, please speak with one of the
pastors.

OFFERING: No offering is collected during our worship this
day; however, we do welcome your support of our ministries
and thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference
in the lives of others.
Offering plates are available as you leave the sanctuary. For
online giving go to the church website:
oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 608-471-7267.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

Welcome
Meditation:

Psalm 19

1

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky
proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
2
One day tells its tale to another, and one night
imparts knowledge to another.
3
Although they have no words or language, and their
voices are not heard,
4
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their
message to the ends of the world, where God has
pitched a tent for the sun.
5
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the
heavens and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7
The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the
soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives
wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the
heart; the commandment of the LORD is clear and
gives light to the eyes.
9
The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous
altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than
much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey
in the comb.
11
By them also is your servant enlightened, and in
keeping them there is great reward.
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12

Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me
from my secret faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous
sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I
be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of
my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my
strength and my redeemer.
*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates us,
redeems us, and calls us by name. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children. We have turned our
faces away from your glory when it did not
appear as we expected. We have rejected your
word when it made us confront ourselves. We
have failed to show hospitality to those you
called us to welcome. Accept our repentance
for the things we have done and the things we
have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that
we may bathe in the glory of your Son born
among us, and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news: In Christ Jesus, your sins
are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors
of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of
God. Amen.
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*Prayer of the Day
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy
scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your
people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by
your promises, we may embrace and forever hold
fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*Gospel

Luke 4:14-21

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his
hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he states
and claims his identity, purpose, and mission.
14

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,
returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to
teach in their synagogues and was praised by
everyone. 16When he came to Nazareth, where he
had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on
the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to
read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
21
Then he began to say to them, “Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Sermon
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*Hymn

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

*Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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*Prayers
P: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in
abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church,
the world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.

(Sunday worship - after a brief silence …The
congregation is invited to read aloud individually the
prayer petitions as the spirit moves them. If more than
one person reads the petition, all the better!)
You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture.
Fulfill your word through the faithful witness of your
church. Send us out to bring your liberating good
news to all people. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to
love the intricate and beautiful bodies that you have
created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and
every creature in between. Sustain species at risk of
extinction. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You desire that there be no dissension among us.
Where we are divided in our society, nation, or
world, come quickly to reunite us into one body.
Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to
war. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant
provision and justice for people living in poverty,
people living with disability, those living with pain, or
those living under oppression. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the
variety of ministries in this congregation. Empower
us to freely welcome and deeply value each person
who enters into worship and ministry among us. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.
You sent Jesus to watch over your servants to be
faithful disciples. Be with our confirmation students,
especially Arianna and Dayne as they seek to grow in
their discipleship, and guide their families that
together they may reflect your love and grace. God
of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for
whom the promise of salvation has now been
fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together
in your everlasting glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O
God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.
*Communion Liturgy
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from
this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
*Invitation to Communion
Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and
enough for all.
HOLY COMMUNION All who believe that our Lord
Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and wine
of Holy Communion, bringing to us the gift of
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life, are
welcome to gather at the Lord’s Table. Younger
children are invited to come forward to receive a
blessing.
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Both wine and grape juice are available – grape
juice glasses are purple. Gluten free wafers are
also available.
Distribution
*Post Communion Prayer
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have
feasted on the abundance of your house. Send us to
bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace in your
Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
*Hymn

“The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”
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*Blessing
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name,
bless your going out and your coming in, today and
forever. Amen.
*Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good
news.
Thanks be to God.
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COME AND WORSHIP:
Join us for worship on Saturdays at 6 PM and
Sundays at 8 AM and 10:30 AM.
USHERS NEEDED: Go to SignUpGenius on the
church website to volunteer.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: at 9:15 AM
for 3rd-5th Grade - Sunday, January 23
NO Sunday School – Sunday January 30
for PreK–2nd Grade - Sunday, February 6
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY:
January 26 6 PM – 6th Grade class
6 PM – 7th & 8th Grade Electives
Salvation Army Serving – Volunteers are needed
to help serve the evening meal at the Salvation Army
on the first Friday of each month. To sign up, go to
SignUpGenius.
Annual Congregation Meeting - Sunday, January
30th following 10:30 am worship.
Check out the January newsletter
(www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) to find out more …
Remember – masks are
required when you are in the
building. Thank you!
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