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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
We extend a special welcome to
those who are our guests. May God
bless this time of worship for you as
we are blessed by your presence. If you have no church home
we invite you to join with us and consider Our Savior’s as your
church home. If you are not baptized and would like to talk
about baptism as part of your faith journey, please speak with
one of the pastors.
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on December 26 or January 2.
REMEMBER, contributions to be credited to 2021 need to be at
the church office by noon on December 31. Our thanks to all who
have supported the life and ministry of Our Savior’s in the past
year with time, talent, and treasure. May God continue to bless
our ministry together in Christ’s name in the coming year.

OFFERING: No offering is collected during our worship this
day; however, we do welcome your support of our ministries
and thank you for your gifts. Together we make a difference
in the lives of others. Offering plates are available as you
leave the sanctuary. For online giving go to the church
website: oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving. Or text 608-4717267.

WE THANK Wendy Amundson, Director of Youth Ministry,
for leading us in worship today while Pastor Jon and Pastor
Jean are on vacation this week.
WE THANK LaCrosse Area Synod Bishop Felix Malpica for
providing the sermon that many throughout our synod will
hear this day.
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Order of Worship
*Please stand as you are able

WELCOME
*GREETING
Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name;
tell the good news of salvation from day to day.
Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous
works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world,
and those who live in it.
Let the whole creation sing for joy at the presence of God,
who is coming.
God is coming indeed, to judge the earth with
righteousness, and the peoples with equity and
truth. Praise the Lord!
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and
open our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all
things we may think and act according to your good will and
may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST LESSON Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walk in darkness receive the promise of the
Messiah
CAROL

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”

SERMON – Bishop Felix Malpica
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Luke 2:41-52

SECOND LESSON

Luke 2:1-7

Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem, where Mary gives
birth to her child
CAROL

“Away in a Manger”
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THIRD LESSON Luke 2:8-16

Angels appear to shepherds in the fields and announce the
birth of the Messiah
CAROL

“Angels We Have Heard On High”
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FOURTH LESSON

John 1:1-14

The Word of God becomes flesh and lives among us, full of
grace and truth
CAROL

“Silent Night”
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*PRAYERS
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians
throughout time and space, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
You come to us in gatherings of your church across the
globe. Unite us with those who celebrate your birth even
when they are weighed down by grief, loss, poverty, hunger,
or injustice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us in the diverse splendor of the universe.
Grant us the humility to trust our place in the network of
creation, that we live in service to you and the natural world.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through relationships of many kinds:
families, friendships, communities, and nations. Guide us in
these relationships, that we recognize the Christ child in one
another and show your love to those most vulnerable.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through people whom the world forgets.
Poor shepherds and an imprisoned Paul announced your
good news. Send your Spirit to all who are imprisoned,
struggling with addiction, unwell, or in any need this day.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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You come to us in acts of justice and forgiveness. Open our
hearts to forgive one another, without permitting injustice.
Supply us with the wisdom to be clothed with love, binding
all things together in perfect harmony. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You come to us through those who have died yet live with
you forever. We give thanks for Stephen, deacon and
martyr, who gave his life to tell the story of your love.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend
these prayers to you, confident of your grace and love made
known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
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*BLESSING
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so
that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN

“Joy to the World”

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.
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