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Vision Statement: 
We are a church centered in Christ, 

inviting all into a community of worship, 
nurturing all to be disciples of Jesus. 

Together we reach out to make a difference 
here and throughout the world. 
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Worship 
Opportunities 

 

Saturday 6 PM 
Sunday 8 & 10:30 AM 

  
10:30 AM worship livestreamed! 

 

Find the Livestreaming link on the home page of our 
web site (www.oursaviorswestsalem.org) or directly to 
YouTube at youtube.com/@techoslc/streams.  Click on 
“live” to access the livestream. 
 
Livestreams remain on the YouTube page 
as recordings for later viewing. 
 
We invite you to subscribe to our YouTube 
channel to keep up to date with our online worship.  Thank 
you for your support of our virtual ministry! 
 
 
 

Check it out … 
 
 
Facebook Page – 

Our Savior’s ELCA – West Salem 

 
Instagram Page – 

oursaviors_ws 



4 
 

Pastor’s Reflections … 

Through the lens of the calendar … 
 
Always a challenge … what to say that is 

timely … relevant … and meaningful …  Sometimes the 
answer is, “Beats me!” 
 
But not this time.  The call process is underway!  The Call 
Committee and the Ministry Transition Team 
have been appointed. And the calendar 
reads “November!”  So, it seemed to me to 
be appropriate to look at where we are at as 
a congregation, and maybe also as faithful 
disciples of Jesus, through the lens of the 
calendar. 
 

Before November, however, is 
Halloween.  Ghosts, goblins, all 
sorts of evil spirits.  Yes, that is the 
reality for Our Savior’s.  The pastors 
are leaving, and … what happens 

then?  Who will be the next pastor(s)?  How will they 
preach?  How will they connect?  And will they love us?   
 
And what if … NOT?  What happens then?  Ghosts, goblins, 
and evil spirits?  Maybe, but big deal.  We have bigger 
problems than that! 
 
So, let’s start with one of my favorite passages … Romans 
8:38-39: 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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There you have it.  Ghosts and goblins 
never had a chance – after all, we all 
know “God is bigger than the boogie 
man!” 
 

God is also bigger than our fears and uncertainties about 
what is to come as the next months unfold.  Remember God 
is God, and God is still in control, even when we haven’t 
(literally) a clue where things are headed! 
 
Which leads me to November 1 – All Saint’s 
Day.  How do I know that God is in control, 
that God is bigger than the boogie man, and 
that all will be well?  Because the saints have 
witnessed that to me!   
 
The Augsburg Confession, the confessional grounding of the 
Lutheran church says in Article XXI,  

“It is also taught among us that saints should be kept in 
remembrance so that faith may be strengthened when 
we see what grace they received and how they were 
sustained by faith.” 

 
“They were sustained by faith” … and they experienced the 
love of God that cannot be overcome – ever! 
 
So, we have their witness, the witness of all who have gone 
before us, living in tough times, many times tougher than 
ours, times when fear and uncertainty was rampant.  But 
they knew … God is bigger than (any) boogie man! 
 
And thanks to them, we know that too.  The Holy Spirit at 
work in them, using them to sustain us in our faith. 
 
But then comes a (potential) bump in the road.  Election day, 
and all the stress and anxiety that provides. Just remember, 
God is in control, and those on the other side of the aisle 
(whatever that is for you), are still children of God, dearly 
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loved by the same God who dearly loves you!  We’ll get 
through that because God is at work in our world, even when 
all seems a bit foggy. 
 
Moving on … by mid-December, all the Christmas trappings 
are out.  But that’s for December.  What about now?  Maybe 
some turkey and stuffing?   
 
Thanksgiving comes first.  Thanksgiving.  
Giving thanks to a good and gracious God.  
But even in the midst of fear and 
uncertainty?  Yep! 
 
The first national Thanksgiving was declared by Abraham 
Lincoln, not in the joy and relief of the end of the Civil War, 
but right in the midst of the darkest days of the war.  While 
all was fearful and uncertain, Americans were urged to give 
thanks.  Even then. 
 
For us, by the end of November there will be no pastoral 
candidates on the horizon (too soon for that).  And we will 
still be wondering just what God has going for us (don’t you 
hate not knowing that?).  But even though we will know little 
or even nothing, we will know two things – God is bigger 
than the boogie man, and the saints before us tell us “this is 
most certainly true.”   
 

And so even though there will be no 
answers (yet), and we will still feel like we 
are stumbling in the dark, we should and will 
give thanks!   Because we know that God is 
at work, that God is making things happen, 
and that through the people on the Ministry 
Transition Team and the Call Committee 
God is working to move us forward. 

 
But wait … one last thought.  All this is true about Our 
Savior’s as we move forward in a call process. It is also true,  
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however, about you, in your daily life, in your daily routine.  
You too have ghosts and goblins, but also a God who “is 
bigger than the boogie man.”  And you too have saints who 
have witnessed to you a God who nurtures and strengthens 
even in the toughest of times.  And you too are invited to 
give thanks to the God of life.   
 
So, go ahead and say “boo” … go ahead 
and remember the saints … go ahead and 
offer thanks … and then go ahead and be 
faithful.  For God is with you! 

Pastor Jon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Jesus is Lord and Savior. 
 All are welcome, and we are intentional about 

that welcome. 
 God gifts and calls every one of every age to be 

a difference maker in the world. 
 We treasure the gift of creation and embrace the 

call to protect God’s world. 
 We value the gathering of God’s people in 

worship and all our ministries. 
 We seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in a 

world that has changed dramatically. 
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The stories … moving ahead! 
 
It’s November, and we continue to move 
through those old “Sunday School 
favorites” that never get preached on.  
Stories with a memorable plot, and yes – 
even a message!  And then, we’ll begin a 
quick look at some of the prophets before 

we turn our attention to the Christmas story and on to the 
New Testament.  Come and join us for some different twists 
on how God is at work in our world, and in our lives.   
 
Coming soon in November … giants, a never-ending oil 
supply, the worm that highlighted a “whale” of a story, a 
prophet in diapers, and a prophet told to “take a hike.”  All 
from stories in the Old Testament! 
 

October 31/November 1 – David/Goliath 
November 8 – Elijah and the Jar of oil 
November 14/15 – Jonah 
November 21/22 – Jeremiah  
November 28/29 – Micah  
 

So, join us as we explore rich stories that sometimes get 
overlooked, but which nonetheless proclaim God at work!   
 
 
 
 

 

Pastoral Acts: 
Funeral – Arlan Gilbertson – September 29 
Baptism – Josie Tepp - October 4 
Baptism – Karen Bennion-Smith – October 17 

Wedding – Hannah Glass & Wyndsor Goodenough – 
October 17 
Wedding – Mallory Farr & Alek Martin – October 24 
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All Saints Weekend 
October 31st / November 1st  

 

As in past years we remember on All Saints Weekend all the 
saints who have gone before us.  We remember in our 
prayers all who continue to grieve, and we thank God for the 
gift and witness of all who have gone before us.  This year 
we especially remember those who have joined the church 
triumphant during the past year, including: 
 

Michael Alumbaugh – November 30, 2025 
Katherine Rusch – February 28, 2026 

Lee Fernstaedt – March 4, 2026 
Richard Garbers – May 19, 2026 

Scott “Aiden” Clark, Jr – July 7, 2026 
Gloria Haugen – July 15, 2026 
Paul Ranum – July 26, 2026 
Kevin Korth – July 30, 2026 

Les Jacobson – August 14, 2026 
Eric Sorenson – August 20, 2026  

Diane McClintock – August 24, 2026 
Arlan Gilbertson – September 22, 2026 
Florence Breitkreutz – October 31, 1954 

 
Join us to celebrate their witness, give thanks for their 
presence, and pray for continued healing for all who grieve 
the loss of loved ones! 
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Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
and Pie Festival 

Wednesday, November 25 
7 PM at Our Savior’s 

 
Together with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ from 

the West Salem Presbyterian Church and St. Teresa of 
Kolkata, we will come and give thanks to a gracious 

God for all the gifts of life! We also hope to have a joint 
community choir. 

Bring one or more items for the food pantry  
to leave up at the altar. 

 
 
 

Following worship …  
This year, and as we did three years ago, we 
will celebrate with PIE!!!   
 
To make this event a huge success, we are asking members 
to make and donate an extra Thanksgiving pie to be served 
after the service.  We will also have coffee, hot apple cider, 
and of course whipped cream for topping. 
 
Please have the pie at church by 6:45 PM.  Sign up with 
your name and type of pie you will be bringing.  And 
remember, Variety is the Spice of Life!! 
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Norwegian Dinner & Bake Sale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 7, 2026 
3:30 to 6:30 pm 

Ticket sales start at 3 pm 
 

Plated meal serving lutefisk, meatballs, lefse,  
boiled potatoes, rutabagas, cranberry sauce,  

sweet treats 
coffee, milk, and water 

 
Pricing:   

Lutefisk and Meatballs – $25 
Meatballs only – $19 
Children 4-12 – $10 

Children under 4 – free 

 
All proceeds given to missions 
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2027 Stewardship Emphasis 
 
During November we invite you to consider the part God 
calls you to play in our work together, and especially in 
the financial support of our ministries.  Our stewardship 
mailing this fall highlights the many ways we make a 
difference as a community of faith, and how that is especially 
important as we enter a transition in pastoral leadership.  We 
are excited about the ministries we carry out in the name of 
Jesus, and we ask for your continued support of all we do in 
the name of Jesus.   
 
And then … join us in worship on Saturday/Sunday, 
November 14/15!  We will hear about Jonah, who survives a 
whale but is undone by a small worm, and has to come to 
grips with God’s generosity.     
 
We also encourage you to return to us then (or another time) 
the estimate of giving card included in the mailing.  Your 
estimate of giving for 2027 helps us to build a responsible 
ministry plan for next year. 
 
Thank you for your support and your partnership with us in 
the ministry of the gospel of Jesus Christ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 
 

Faith Formation …  

     Sunday School 
 

Sunday School is humming along, and we are having fun 
with our students.  The PreK students received their first 
Bibles, and the 3rd Graders attended the Bible workshop and 
received their Bibles in worship. The children have been 
practicing their music and sang in worship for the first time in 
mid-October. They are now beginning to work on their 
Christmas program (already!).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, December 12 - Program Practice - 3-5PM 
Sunday, December 13 – Christmas Program – 10:30AM 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday School Offering 

for 2026-2027 

God's Global Barnyard 
 

An animal can make a world of difference for a family in 
need.  Animals provide food to eat, fertilizer to grow crops, 
and offspring to sell at the market. With our gifts, we can 
help a family escape the cycle of hunger and poverty for 
good.  We can make a difference in the lives of hungry 
people. Let's see if we can fill our barnyard this year! 
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Faith Formation … 
Confirmation Ministry 

 
Confirmation classes continue to move 
forward in developing and nurturing 
disciples of Jesus!   

 
6th graders meet each Wednesday at 6 PM, continuing to 
explore the Old Testament through the stories of Samuel 
and Saul, King David, and an often-overlooked prophet 
named Nathan.   
 
7th graders also meet on Wednesdays at 6 PM.  They 
have a variety of learning experiences including Servant 
Leadership and electives.   
 
8th graders meet at a variety of times.   

 November 4 - they meet at 7 PM for Servant 
Leadership.   

 November 11 – TBD – “we’re working on it!”   
 November 18 - they meet at 6 PM to prepare for the 

Hanging of the Greens in early December.   
 
No classes will be held on November 25 – come and join us 
for Thanksgiving Eve worship, here at Our Savior’s, at 7 PM! 
 
And of course, all the while the kids are helping as worship 
assistants and learning what it means to be “disciples of 
Jesus,” or “the Body of Christ!” 
 
Remember that we always have room for more disciples!  
See Pastor Jon for more information. 
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Faith Formation … 
(Wendy Amundson) 

 
 
Thank you to the kids that helped with the 
packing of the school kits! This is 
something that the kids enjoy doing each 
year.  Check out the bulletin board across 
from Pastor Jean’s office to see pictures 
of the kids who helped with this project.  

 
 
I am looking forward to having the kids 
gather and put together care packages for 
young adults in high school that could use 
a little extra at Christmas. We thank the 
congregation for supporting this project with 
your donations to the October Hungry Jar. 
 
 

Don't forget that we still have a 
chance to register for the 2027 
ELCA Youth Gathering that is 
taking place in Minneapolis, 
MN next year.  Parents of 8th-
12th graders should have 
received an email with details. 
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Adult Bible Study 
Wednesdays, 9:30-11 AM 

in the Library  
 

Bible study continues to meet – and we are always digging 
away to find new nuggets and hear God speak anew to us.  
Our study is a deeper dive into one of the texts for the 
coming Sunday, so you have a “heads up” and what might 
be coming!  YOU are always welcome.  NO prior knowledge 
expected, just a bit of curiosity and excitement to encounter 
God’s word … and live as faithful disciples.   
 
For November… 
 Nov 4 Flour and oil …   1 Kings 17:8-16 

Nov 11 It’s just a worm …   Jonah 3:1-5,10; 4:1-11  
Nov 18  Just a kid …   Jeremiah 1:1-10 

 Nov 25  Walk the walk …   Micah 6:6-8 
 
See Pastor Jon for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee & Conversation 
 9:30 AM on Tuesday, November 10 

Watch for details for location 
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Don't forget … we are praying… 
 Prayer time on Mondays at 6 PM … in 

the Koinonia Room.  35 minutes of 
sharing and praying.     
 

 Use the prayer box in the Gathering Area 
to share your prayer concerns.  We will lift up you and 
your concerns in our prayers! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Adult/Family … 

December Gathering 
Sunday, December 6  

4 PM 
at Amber & Andy’s home 

(105 Marigold Lane N, West Salem)  
 

True white elephant for the adults ($20 limit, funny/more 
traditional white elephant gag gifts are encouraged!). For the 
kiddos, everyone can bring a book and a snack to exchange 
(the book can be second hand or new!).  

Bring a dish to pass. 
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New Member 
 

Introducing new folk at Our Savior’s … 
 
Ethan Gerke … is a West Salem native 
now living in Bangor with his wife Jordyn 
(nee Schurhammer.)  Ethan is a police 

officer at Fort McCoy, and serves in the Military Police in the 
Army Reserves.  In his free time, he likes to play hockey and 
golf, hiking and working on his car.  He loves the Brewers, 
the Packers, and hanging out at Lambeau Field!   

Welcome, Ethan!   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tech System Invite 
 

We continue to look for folk who are 
interested in “working the system” during 
worship, enabling us to use video resources 

and livestream the service.  If you might be one of them, 
Dean Olson invites you to join him during worship and see 
how it all comes together – and maybe discover that it isn’t 
as overwhelming as it looks!  See Dean or Pastor Jon for 
more information.   
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Hungry Jar Offering for 

November –  
LaCrosse Warming Center 
 
As we anticipate the cold weather 
…  The La Crosse Warming 
Center’s mission is to work with the 

greater La Crosse community to better serve those 
experiencing homelessness with dignity and respect by 
providing a safe and warm place for homeless adults 18 
years and older to get in out of the cold during the 
winter months from November 1 until May 1. The 
Warming Center is located at 413 South Third Street in 
La Crosse. Guests are able to take a shower and wash 
their clothes. To keep the doors open, hundreds of 
volunteers from area churches and the community are 
needed to staff the center. Please be generous as we 
care for those who are hurting. 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your generous donations to 
the Hungry Jar …  

 September – Lutheran Disaster 
Response – $811.50 
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Call Process Update 
 
We’ve taken the first steps!  At the October 
Congregation Council meeting the Council 
began the call process by appointing 
persons to the Ministry Transition Team and 

the Call Committee. 
 
The Ministry Transition Team will work over the next few 
months to engage the congregation (that’s YOU!) in 
reflection and discernment as to what God is calling into 
being here at Our Savior’s, and what pastoral leadership is 
necessary to make that happen. Their job will be done 
probably early in 2027.  You can be a part of that process by 
responding to the invitation(s) to share your insights. This is 
a vital first step, needing to be done well and right.   
 
Appointed to the team are: Mike Larson, Dori Jensen, Ilene 
Pavelko, Eric Ender, and Bonnie Gensch.  
 
The Call Committee begins its work after the Ministry 
Transition Team (sometime in early 2027) and will interview 
candidates lifted up by the Bishop’s office. They will then 
recommend a candidate to the Congregation Council, and 
then to the congregation.   
 
The Council appointed Jeff Haldeman, Jen Linse, Jacki 
Hickey, Karly Baganz, Eric Iliff, and Karen Bennion-Smith to 
the committee.   
 
Keep in mind that when the Call Committee begins to work 
with candidates, they keep all information confidential.  So, 
they will be quiet, but hard at work.   
 
Please keep both groups in your prayers as they begin their 
work.   
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Thank you …   
… to the October newsletter mailing crew: 
Connie & Larry Blunck, and Renee 
Herman. 
 
… to those who transported the quilts and 
school kits to Good Shepherd – Linda 
Arentz, Keith Goetzinger, Corrine 
Hansen, and Tony Osland.  

 
 

Received from others … 
… Thank you for all the people who remember me signing 
the cards each Sunday. It means so much to me. God’s 
blessings to all, 

Betty Whitlock 
 
… Mary & Martha Prayer Shawl Group – Thank you for 
taking time and thoughtfulness in creating my beautiful, soft, 
and so much appreciated shawl. Mark, my husband of 50 
years, was a kind, caring, thoughtful man. He was 
hardworking and loved his community. I miss him and was 
having a “sad day” when it (the prayer shawl) was delivered. 
I will treasure it and wrap it around me. Thank you. 

Lorie Werner 
 
… Thank you for remembering us for Pastor Appreciation 
Day with your wishes, cake, and gifts. 

Pastors Jon & Jean 
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Memorial Gifts Received … 

In Memory of Arlan Gilbertson from 
Stan & Christine Smith   Alan & Karen Rolandi 
Family & Friends     Robert & Dianne Smith 
 

In Memory of Helen Friell for Mission 
Endowment Fund from 

Lee Friell 
 
 
 
 

 

Nominations 
 
It’s getting to be that time – time to lift 
up new leaders for our mission and 
ministry.  
 

We will be seeking leaders willing to share their time and 
talent with the Congregation Council, Mission Endowment 
Fund, Synod Assembly, Sugar Creek, and Eagle Crest 
Communities. If you … or someone you know … has the 
gifts and the calling to provide leadership for our work 
together, contact Brenda Skittone or one of the pastors. As 
we enter a time of transition in pastoral leadership, these are 
challenging and exciting times … yet, God is at work in us … 
and God is at work in you!  
 
Meanwhile, we will be asking worshipers on November 
14/15 and November 21/22 to think – pray – and discern – 
who among us has leadership skills and might also have the 
calling to be a part of our leadership team. So, start thinking 
and praying – and be ready to share some names with us! 
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Congregation Council 
 
The Congregation Council met on Monday, 

October 12, with President Brenda Skittone presiding.   
 
At this meeting the council: 

 Shared reflections based on Acts 1:23-26. 
 Reviewed the profiles of persons expressing interest in 

participating in the call process. Appointed Eric Iliff, Jeff 
Haldeman, Jacki Hickey, Jen Linse, Karly Baganz, and 
Karen Bennion-Smith to the Call Committee. Appointed 
Dori Jensen, Eric Ender, Mike Larson, Bonnie Gensch, 
and Ilene Pavelko to the Ministry Transition Team. 

 Approved minutes from the September meeting; 
received September financial reports, and the pastors’ 
reports.   

 Heard updates on visitors in worship, and the Engaging 
Children Initiative. 

 Received Ethan Gerke into membership. 
 Decided to seek nominations for Council and 

Endowment Fund using the process from past years. 
 Heard that the work on Johnson South (rental) is now 

completed.   
 Received an update on the window project, with the 

hope of receiving a new quote in the near future. 
 Approved the purchase of a coffee maker for the upper 

level kitchen.   
 Approved a $75 charge if a funeral or wedding wants 

the service livestreamed.   
 Discussed the upcoming stewardship campaign for 

2027, and how stewardship work is and can be a year-
round ministry emphasis. 
 

The council next meets on Monday, November 9 at 7 PM. If 
you have questions or ideas for enhancing the ministry of 
Our Savior’s, contact Brenda Skittone or one of the pastors. 
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By the numbers… 

 
Ministry is not a numbers 
game, but numbers can help 
us get a feel for what is 
happening as we carry out our 
part of God’s work in the 
world!  Numbers help us 

measure our faithful response to God’s call, both in our 
financial support and our worship life.  So … here is a 
snapshot of our ministry … by the numbers! 
 

 2026 Ministry at Work   

 Actual-Sept Actual-YTD Budget-YTD 

Income $27,907.99 $263,748.20 $268,987.50 

Prepaid  $23,968.36 $23,968.36 

Expense $26,755.09 $276,602.20 $287,721.90 

Net $1,152.90 $11,114.36  

    

 2026 Worship Life – Weekly average   

 In-building 
Actual 

Online 
Estimate 

TOTAL 

September 195 62 257 

Year to Date 173 52 225 
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Financial Support Ministry 

 
THANK YOU!!!  Thank you for your continued financial 
support of our ministry together!  You make a difference 
in the lives of children and adults, in those across the globe, 
and those right here in our midst. 
 
Your financial gifts make this, and all 
our ministries happen, and can be 
shared in worship, by mail, or placed 
in our locked mailbox.  You can also 
make gifts electronically.  Go to 
www.oursaviorswestsalem.org/giving, 
or use our QR Code.    
 

Thank you for your support.   
We are grateful for your partnership as  

we proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ! 
 

 
 
 

 
Vacation Time 

 
Pastor Jean will be on vacation November 
10-17, and this time Pastor Jon is sticking 
around and available for pastoral tasks.  Pastor Jean will be 
back in the office on November 18.   
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Worship Leaders - November 
 

October 31-November 1 

         6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant   ____________ 
Communion Assistant  Jon Hetland 
Welcoming Team    Judy Morzinski 

         8 a.m.     10:30 a.m.   
Worship Assistant   Beau Kneifl    Gram Labus 
Communion Assistant  Melody Schmitz  Steve Ahles 
Welcoming Team    Carla Burkhardt  Alison Hemker 

Home Communion   Bev Bockenhauer 
Altar Guild November  Susan Giblin and Jill Iliff 
 
 
         November 7-8 

6 p.m. No Worship/ Norwegian Dinner 

         8 a.m.     10:30 a.m.   
Worship Assistant   Garrett Pederson  Trenton Stellick 
Communion Assistant  Scott Gilbertson  Gillian Twite 
Welcoming Team    K & K Wehrs   Brian & Jen Linse 

Home Communion   Judy Gilbert 
 
 
         November 14-15 

         6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant   Vim Vanden Herik 
Communion Assistant  Trudy Drugg 
Welcoming Team    Todd & Inger Michael 

         8 a.m.      10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Brynnleigh Baganz  Jackson Bauer 
Communion Assistant  Eric Iliff      Stacey Sjoquist 
Welcoming Team    J Hickey/K Sloan   Balboa Family 

Home Communion   Carolyn Karl 
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         November 21-22 

         6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant   Theo Breidel 
Communion Assistant  Marjorie Anderson 
Welcoming Team    Chad & Carla Long 

         8 a.m.    10:30 a.m.  
Worship Assistant   Lily Cooper   Makynlee Crankshaw 
Communion Assistant  Lynette Ender  Kyle Twite 
Welcoming Team    E & L Ender  J & S Hrabak Family 

Home Communion   Ilene Pavelko 
 
 
         November 28-29 

         6 p.m. 
Worship Assistant   Kirya Eckland 
Communion Assistant  Judy Gilbert 
Welcoming Team    Jim & Marjorie Anderson 

         8 a.m.     10:30 a.m. 
Worship Assistant   Emerson Ferguson Blake Hundt 
Communion Assistant  Eric Ender    Denise Jones 
Welcoming Team    Eric & Jill Iliff   Gullickson Family 

Home Communion   Rasmussen Family 
 
 
 
 
 

You are invited … 
      to read the lesson during worship 
 
 Choose your date and service time 
 Use the SignUpGenius link to sign-up –  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044CA5A629A7F
85-reader 
 

We’ll send you the reading one week prior to your chosen 
date.
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Looking ahead … 

Lakeview Caring Tree 
Lakeview Health Center is once again offering 
an opportunity to share a gift with a resident. 
The caring tree will be available starting on 
November 7. You can pick up a tag at church 
or call the office (608-786-0030) and we will get 

one for you. You then purchase a simple gift for the nursing 
home resident on your tag. The wrapped gift, along with 
the tag on the outside of the package, should be returned 
to church by December 6. 

Thank you for helping to make Christmas just a little brighter 
for our neighbors! 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 29 
Following 10:30 AM worship 

 
The time is coming again to decorate our 
sanctuary for the Advent/Christmas season. 
Please join us as we put up the trees and 
decorate the rest of the church. Hot 

chocolate, apple cider, and cookies will be provided. Your 
whole family is invited to have fun and make memories. 
 
 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
Wednesday, December 2 at 7 PM 

Getting the house ready! 
We sing … and decorate … and celebrate … 
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Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

Remember that if you are a Thrivent 
member you may have “Thrivent 

Choice Dollars” to direct.  Our Savior’s is one of the many 
potential recipients of your choice dollars, but your direction 
needs to be made each time.  A number of Our Savior's folk 
direct their choice dollars to Our Savior’s – do you?  See 
Thrivent’s web site for more information or stop by the office 
and we will help you out. 
 

 
 

Scrip Cards Make 
Great Gifts! 

 
Scrip cards help support Our 

Savior’s Sugar Creek Bible Camp Camperships and 
World Hunger!  You can’t beat that!! 

Culver’s, Kwik Trip, 
Kwik Trip car wash, 
Woodman’s. 

Available after worship services and in the office during 
the week. 
 
 
 

Care and Share Food Pantry … 
is open Saturdays, 10 AM to Noon. The food 
pantry could use pasta sauce, Hamburger 
Helper, and Spam. Money, other non-
perishable food items, and personal care 
items are always welcome. Thank you for 
being so supportive of the pantry! 
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Once again, you’re invited to place 
poinsettias in the church at Christmas. 
Many people have found it a special way to 
remember or to honor loved ones in this 
season. You may provide your own plant or 
we will order an assortment of plants for 
you through Under the Rust. 
 
Please return your form and money by 

December 8th to the church office or place it in the offering 
plate. We will acknowledge your poinsettia in the Christmas 
bulletins. 
 
 
____ Please purchase a poinsettia for me. Cost $25 each. 

____ I will provide a poinsettia, but prefer to purchase my 
own plant.  I will have it at church by Wednesday, December 
23. 
 
 
In Memory Of: 

______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________ 
 
In Honor Of: 
 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Given By: 

_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 
You may take a poinsettia home after the Christmas Day worship 
service. 
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Web Site: www.oursaviorswestsalem.org 
OUR SAVIOR’S STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Schmidt, Senior Pastor   (608) 612-0217 
 Email: pastorjon@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Pastor Jean Schmidt, Associate Pastor    (608) 612-0217 
 Email: pastorjean@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Theresa Fladhammer, Admin Assistant  Church Office: (608) 786-0030 
 Email: office@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Wendy Amundson, Youth Director     (608) 518-9593 
 Email: youthoursaviorswestsalem@gmail.com 
Jill Iliff, Treasurer 
 Email: treasurer@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Linda Berg, Organist/Choir Accompanist/Director of Music 
 Email: linda@oursaviorswestsalem.org 
Laurie Noelke, Handbell Choir Director/Assistant Worship Musician 
 Email: laurienoelke@gmail.com 
Joey Barnett, Senior Choir Director      (715) 896-3825 
 Email: barnetjos@gmail.com 
Karen DeSchepper, Financial Secretary  
Josh Corning, Custodian  

 
 

Newsletter Deadline – 
November 13 
 

 

Tuesday, December 1 
11:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

West Salem Presbyterian Church 
 
 
Fall Back – Time Change 
October 31 – Saturday night 
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